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, 't!a cf £ i ia: a strussle t;-- .-: American and 2aFanese fcrc==

.-. y rf 5 I f 2 to 2C, Aus'. IP44. In this batt e

fcr - eleme7'ts cf the 2S A1st infantry Dvisicn conducted an aphibicLs

t-:Il:.ed bx difficult jun-ie operati:ns asainst te

7 rEc -d amFantese ener?. Thou h possessing a vast advantage in numbers

lire 5-pFcrt, a7 !:sistics, 'the Americans were urable to attain their

*-- .. : -- t-'ectives in a Ymely fashion. This was due n-t cn'Y

Ba ane raBis-!a-s - u s c Iz. the iffic-It w-at.er a d terrain, and te

alre sf t!he rr n c -Tr, d t: use its available forces to max i u r

;ta c aC :- -3ati, the Anerica f:rces attacked with renewed

s -rer r eC iCze-Cm ie. earl L;2 f ira ! P. r9 out the last pockets Cf

E --es starcE I a, by =,y LSUSt. apanese attemFts to reinforce

--:-----aFed garr~scn by sea were teaten tac! by US naval forces, whiIe

eS'eny rtSeiFts tC sLPFort The ia sarris:r with Tutside air support were

-e-eral bac~srcurd s:urces in this operator are the official LS Ary

~ietc7 i ccsu-t in F:tbert R~oss Sr i r 1I b±ip The

',a' 'ates Arir? in World War I (Washint -, D.C.: Office of the Chief

liS- Ulst: ;, 19!7'; and Roter E. Lawls , 'The Si-ak P erati r,

~t!:1 YX7yii, Ncs. and ! M,,Ye 1957).
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1mrs U.'. 2' r:s Tr d t!c h F,-sse-essions aIC oZutPosts in r. t Pac i fic.

r-.;:r 75:r 1-:. , ic .dCd t S 5LrFrj1e a*ack on 1 aItr:.r t:

. . ':ic Flet; e ure n -'t F'!Ilippine

a, Si'. are, - Wale, and the securn .:a! econs:i: aroma in the

-e-Icn cf ' e £e- Irdies.

T~ese s.' Bcti :ns were part af *t" :se-s tage aa-sestrategic

*'.e tirst was tc altcr, to neutr=::ze foreign militry forces,

Sr-z ZE l eS-nMCSS mectcs, d e s tatI s e.- c tci ve c. .,t o s t z T he

sec: e . : s c: s ia 1e These ac n sr exFI t inS the new

ec: - :r:: is ':' fz~:f e c'er F.ic ' li's for defense. The third

stawe Cf -the :aFaes plan .S a st-te~c efS '9. According to Japanese

. detezr7?,ed defense of its new ac,isitions would allow Japan

ev.-'I,- t- ne~c *iete a settler-e h its ce-'ies that wodud recognize

Cm a cz,_ t.,, :' _. e .. .. . .. .. u:scrce a.rea.

Th.-'.- two e~ee. of tthi schene unfoltez as planned. Py late summer

1242, Tpanese forces iere cntinuing to advance in Papua against Australian

fCrces. r:Lnding Zt the southernmost portion .:f the defensive perimeter.

I ust !--42, he. .r, Allied forces-began to strike back in earnes with

n-,4 iZ 4 he r, - :ns Islands. Morecvr, G-- oal DouolasMa:rthur began

rei:.fo-:in the hlied forces on Papua w.th a,: .i nal Australian and US

e. fc

.. . .. ..



C - nt~i t!e 'a, ae. .- a nL. d. -r f A 19 4 2

a. R S ~ d 1c ~1 d

:C~ Irn t he s rat s9i c d e fe ns. E was h an.d icappe d i n sA

tyZF a ,rcwiT,. in{sricriT; n ateriel and by the very

L-ei :lis ~ ier ccrquests. SC- "- !.attle Of MidWaY i'- 1 Jne 1947,

* car iar f r -s- o te Inper ial 'Eparese Fleet were ~Seeral i r-Fericr t C

t7e -. rcs.7 Th s r, c r s BE . t. e ZdIoJ a p a ese "tlue wat e r

Ec :rrzd .'r-ncce 'c z! :r- Exercise -- scretion. i 7

'I L r * r, ' - t h c.-r f e t z--eS Morecver , the extenided

laz -vrret=, of ard tu~s ist c:r ;LCh -F -a-a-s military'

2- . 7 - - nEars of t he ir strate,. 7':bIIit' and PoSSESesisn Of the

1r-a*L--.-, ±UIied f:rces could slrike at wilK i .E t jap-anese-held points,

SLFeri:r :ci :bat power.

.. rder tc: co:nsore, its r 9s o ,c ---s a-. d t:concentrate o n essentiaz

s'-atesic tas'rs, in May 1943 the japa-.ese t h command forMLlated a tew

~e r P plIar . 7his "Pl1an Z " called ; c.r strensthening t'-e defensive

L t' Et, ard 1',= 9eneral intersifiCaticn of Japanese defensive efforts. A

s ic at io n to t h is plazn i n Ssptember 194? es * t!bi shed a "Ii ne of absolute

eef ense' runnirS fro,r, t he 'ur iles t:- the Mar i arlas to western New Guinea,

waE to c be he 1d at 'allI costs. .apanese forces still o.utside t hi.s

Frirmater--inClLdlng the mnajor bases at ataui and Truk--were still t o b e

held in Drder tCo slow aTrd weaken the Alidac-ance. However, the precious

.azar-rse naval fo-rces .ould riot be risked in a qe~eral engagement outside cf

ire "g-clute &-trec line," and tuter ari:sw:ould nct be reinforced in



~~'ent c =Ua . 2.EO psfr I L5 f - enS± Le uC~ :S turnezd on

'IS 1 71~s~ ±n&nrCIF&E<St -L 1.xdej the v.ital 1 ne, and :n

f~ dens o 7 2f Ih E-Lefe-t-sie " IirctF ns" c'r th h~anas an-.d 'ee :-a.

Lf19-71 Alli:ed operatons in the Pacific had divided i nto. two. vmajcor

:~S . Cnecof T!hese d', rio .nr thc c-m7rre'd of Admi ral Arester NiJmi I ,

.. me'a -earCs th.e "Ce-trel Pecific !Ar=a" on, a ge neral axis leCad iTg-

rcr th -er end h r ras to :n' Vong. (Anr April 19L3!

* --- the m ~r can 7Irt Ch Iefs of £Te'-f s-ttld "The Str Btegi c Plan

te efea s ' r " idenrti f ied Ho Yn~ as ue It'Jmate, object ive o

d:r-.' z=zr 5  duo t o its su itablt. as1 a b crt sr t ase. ) I n th-e

"C het Pa: ific C rea" (SWP-A, 7en=ral Mac~rthur was pressi nr

r:~ ,st t lrcu ch rapua-'~sw Guinea, : the -tject 'islatin 9 ebaul

= -: ri 1 ~~ Ths r:--ihcompeted with Nimiti's

-7t a:---5Ce ir. or resrects--w:AC2 =.entualIly sev er J ap anes e

c r -c.:car s lines toc the So-uthern Pesource Area.

.r %Irc, !C4. a new j JCS d irsc t ive f urtte r coordinated these twin

-.7si Jn car.-y tin z was char ged wi th securi ng the soutlhe-rn Marianas

4cr -s.- as at:-ter pletcrmr. (New long range [1-29 bombers sould stripe th:e

.z.5C one2Eands frcmr the Marianas, thereby o:tliviatins, th -e need foC.r



2 aI Islad, Is.cated in Cei'.,irk '> czff the nort VEr n coast cf

r! and- New fui nea, w S a pawn in t es grand strateic desi ns.

--_-rn "e.. Cuiea was the southern anchor of the lapanese vItal defense

l.. T is a.e erritory stood astride mac.rftur' . line of Fd.,ance toward

re lhliFpies. ,nlike Niritz, wh L4.-t su PF-.rt his .,'-hc.ppins

- - - +itt c=-rj.r ed-air s FF.:, r acjr ,hur nee to operate

c f -- ts_ - drnes. aP had no 1 1, than three

- :e!s :n :peral : c.r ,71rfer ccnrstructlicn, ad SO as ideall placed to

-=- - C,,rly_ z. CCr.Z ag-lrsitte r, 0
,

'-w r-i ," tut al s.. &a ins' the,

n.l
-F' res. , iAe t, y ar rhr a ainst ?,iak, tried to precede

. ... . .. *:; - F',. .ep, ess air and n a, r ser,'s s

--.. .. .aciiai .. t se vital bomber tases.

Ar-rr.e Aerican carrier strikes aS1_-,st 2apar:ese tases in the

es Tru, the Falaus, the lariar.as, and at Wake Island crippled MLCh

_ 'e- , 's land-based azirpower in he Pacific, but alerted the Japanese to

- .ercSI fro'Ves a.ainst the vital line, In April 1944, MacArthur

ched m ,aj-r cFeraticn against Hcllar. ia, later leap frogging to

a.-- I. S d drmi , aap ese attenti :n to the south. On :7 May,

.s-e.ts :f the 'S 41st Irfantry C-1isic- sP IEshed ashore cn Eia,
s, -l-ecusly cutflar.i-g Fi.55e c in iesern New -uinea,

t"s- sc-t,Vir- F'hilFFjir.ec, ad p-si% a p:Srful lurc. to Japanese



C a. Zf-C £:rmmard C.:~5

Th71 tt -,a Island at thie end of :;erations cor 14 JuLE was

- c tothe accomiplishment c-4 the :xerell objective o.f neneral

r turs head ILar te r S. Enemy fire from the l4rideceline t hat do rir at:-d

iE r > rcC p r e ven.te d t2s e o 't hat -Qa.rh;ieId , a rd cn:rt inueL.!d stiff resistance

- t s ame area keapt Ame r icar rrr"- - :-r ces -Fro:mT pushins o- ad oad

:rze, D roner.- an d Ec r ido D rcme. Enemy opton b Thi:s tire tuere limited to

e -eof curr. :~A:n r yer. l>atecC oo--nts-rattacks-. The latter-

o;n wascot c. on d zpoyrmer o f rez:'r.c emre rt s c. nou t a

- -I tsd{n iie chr a' som indc r st-at troops of the 2fl

h a.- f~t:.: ~ hd b.een r nrd e d, t The Japan~ese were stili

zi~~, 5 Cto o an f#:sero e r and ma7: r to do muLch mocre t h an

Th C!Cd, h Xn~ rs rported t.e ~or ) ro c.r.s as s e cur e

an: :rto-lfr tI-e use of forces ir, t he S:',~ Pac if c, and t h at

-~~~~~~ Iv t :ca focswr otron hi uht west. While t his was

- -ilecae, t s firy esy to: apprezoate .v y CGe2ner al Mcrhr

'--2 r 11JayMa~tu

-- -- --S~C 'OuLu ma: sch c ar an rL:seert C tY the f ac t that the prese C.Mznt



. .. . A - - -r . , r h ci : t at

-- ~~t at.- *

" e s:: tt-' ! 1:= -.. . :.c :" -- .eral - ctZ:2C would cre. ev.n ,rre
-n a- r' al. 'i a

1  
r c*LT 1 . 1-:). - e

t-. c a - 'c ~ Da. , srite ci,. d' ±_:le ,. t l I L. . l ; - .: 2'iar.

-LCCSS r _ther than perrI CCc1 e n.rre cncer ni n a pssitle

-;e - te th.e ird.

- L- r e, a nor -r' o bIr- .n 2ia. Ccral "rueser

,as f2SKF:: ted by the early f.lurE of late 'a; near Mcrer. Then, on

E. esr.. - -r. S cf the p.-r state rf

_-: =: _ -, . ... F~e, e., e~~e .. r :cr.rcA ,  
*, h - t~et _ _

-.,L'r'r-. t date as

- I ± laoc of gterm n c. . at the c r- -r and tettalio, level

- .- - . .... r~

3. I-efect,,e uSe of Te -si-tart I',:--,n Ccmran.dr, £rrigadier

- - ._ crc -:

". _c' : ,.-:ts byx the divisi-n general staff to the island

E. t-?rc, Cr: the Part o; the soldiers of the landed regiments

- -CFand rve -as a herd rather than -to v tactically

h The' fCificult!eS of tre JLnsle terra,

S I

--



L& .:-7 'Fa7ece resitace.

i t r t c cterve t !:at ce n f Ce-*eral !rueser's staf4

srace t hs reFsrt to hi i ar d that t he general, despite his

ss :' ! ro see f it to mlap'e thec Visit hijrseli. I n al I

h ad t isht:- a dtorrnitd en~emy wtile at t he

E- L se-L!s 11~ - -U c o rito. TItQ..i a~di ti:., there is no indication

C-eral Fuller w'as eware cf the f act t hat IS :u ne had any special

-~--.'~- ittime Va.s :4 Thr ess--cc- i~ -i ±s cpera' i -r. At a r)-

~~~mt 1: -- " a s lar to Tere'-i'--;tal commranoare on JE'ia&

- t he e.-e'. -r : 14 7une, General rscr .nstructed the I Corps

C r.M 7~r, Liseuts-z t Ceretral F:bert L . Echelterger to prcceed to ? i ak

Ir e at c4T B Ie c mr ad c UR RF1JLNE T--l ' t tj -i B au tho r itY was tc bes

c. e - r r C, f h i cm :j i f he -el t

ttat -eesr. eea rus--er w as 1,1Ctat ?d to wae---emaked

c~ar-e te:zt.sz of the sicwness of the :Feraticn., the pressure f rom General

t: nske Frc~ress, and the reF:rted I a: cf cccr di natizn i n t he

s ec.. c' cperat.c-- :on E'aak. When Gereral EichelberSer arrived Cn

U e e was me.-Tt ; General Fuller whoc immediate'Ly requese eif fc

all cc:'rare with2n Si)*Lh Army. Cereral Fuller had already submnitted hi.s

:etter cU resignatior and request for retirrent t. the t me General



- .e. I-deed, he had fo ar as tc r&: Ce n- r l

He preferred fl. CI~

r~ a I1' h e ra r t-crh~ 1 En t ha t a 5s e. ol:~ :

f rek r :T7 cc!7-c- c~f the tmsP fcrzo. '?..as adainent i n is demenedz,

E. E ~ 7 i r Cf as t hre a!T~ I tr o EU t . s r esi gr. at i C e'e V-Ytal f-hzt.

Ln',1 such tine E! t ;.as acccpted. r, 4 e r The situation., nei 'he ' Cerer=a'

r L.e r r:r C'L- nr al -r .ers 2o~t ru ch choi ce exceFt accept his

7

I:-Th tre --- ch ca -e r cr R :~~ I CANE TP FrE, th

W as MrSe~ at beST. tr ic t etak fce hae f ailed i n

1~ eS-I The rap-id ssi:ure r s rai- 7c the three airfields was ,lot

a-,d th.e 1e hr o -d:ese fo-ward ai rbaseas considered

*t :r e ------ te - n'~ z:- a:c 1C seize t he M ia'aras.

--- c-' i. , ca- te r a,2m t t. a f act It at The Oarias

-B -'c! pzr-,itted zerent-.l su!-e s :or I-',ak because that L--per at i C.

t - t!e aFanese that The major ~1 ~advance would be in the Central

Z- C~ C'e 'O. S SeL e rt l e Ie cte to at an don their reirn'crcene't

at*rspts azt t: i- favor of macsinsg all a,,,ailatle forces farther to the

'rTh-'ad the 'aaese Re2;; pres=sed ahead Ps plan.ned, the

:* -- rces at Piak would have teen placed in an uttenable pssition, for

r zea 1.eSS :-f czr-rurirztior. -4c--d B s teen cuit and the limi ted Allied

-a.-l f--r-es .culd h'eteen hard-Frecsed t teat off the lapanesze. Hiad the

-ts'SE firded thte planned SCOO r a', IE:7di' ferce, additic- al

:eet: -p a divisionr may h.ve been. required 1 L save t e



T rI--F pr cu'.d ccrponer I. As t he s ituat i n. eek's 2 C e

IcrerV A- AS was -. c. tcccr ,n1 !.n

10
fr :07kzamrt 44aE, 00kely due ta the most recert failures. The

: : : then at MrnLwari .as ordered tc remain in plact while the

bit;Atahns"I wa E~rected e ccct defeniv.e cperati.c-r f:r as icn2 as

11

7aical>', E ich ite'er was faced wi th a serit-us situation.

fa" :t lrri against first-2W'e laparwsE fcrces wh: had provei

Vnve a i cat ir Chinra anc who had aFFprspt. been rei!,-,rced sintce

!h~e :niAial 1a'~ing A 27 may. Phe MCImer 2!)"Me fad teet ta~s-., tut fire

- - ~ ha~s' cee .r:~~ as ;ar west as roaP:e end

CZ~r : r:7eS ad :>-) were knc~r Ic be uTnocLpisd. The inten.t of General

OC -r "a ts t: se :nEr the high grou~nd ncrth Tf 14: vier Dr-:re and protect

'-is tr-~ l ine of c:rruricaticr '(whiO-i still want cverland rast t he, I .d

an East CavesN tefere SeCLrinq the c *he -tw ai rfie! d s. I n this

nasnt had ?-:Fed tc Set :ne airfield fully cFerati:nal an~d supportable

ts: Fres:r . fcr the oher twc. Ceneral Eichrlberger Flce Geea tO(

c-Ed --f t h-e divis~cn ard perrilted hiin tc, co nt inue the PIlan ned

12
7per s%:ns while he s2ds !he SitLatiOn.

It7



I ,.C 7" P~- . , . ~ ± I.,- c p: t. :at

:~-t t' zr :e-c.rcle The Eiser,, ir: Ihe Wezt Ca.'es a s-a. ~L r i S the

a: nrse E cc~ r heYr c cuc te d, t hr Fe :-L:rte r- att~: aa nt t he

a-,t, 1Eth resjnernt but wers e~~ The t 11 !s ht ta-,Is

weey e r-'=- c-r t r- o : d b YA Tne a'I t n z {r e-.7 a p a ess 2ses on this

-z r:,-rted to 172 4k,.Ied in actjic.n. ~ rsr of war i7 ice'ed thfat as

a s - ap- : f h~ e 1 f Tz the We st

Ca, as-re !readyv to C-Lrrsrder. The estimatte :f enemy capat iliti-es at thi s

F o i as 11i.. It cd t - f rE S o f C -r r E 7nt PC t2-tsI f u rthe r r ?i -,fC:ce Be nt a T.d
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he r u rt i' o f a ri ijor c u n*e rat t z-c' b e ' s co'n"tead.

Movemnt i*.tc tte vestaves

'Ihe Flan f:r 14 une was to close the £--s tl-a existced -4 t e towo axes

t-e:j% en~circle the Y!arrse de;fs.ers 1- -,e ,IS t -- z area. To

;;: this, n2/106tt inf-.try was to make , the main attac- ;7on~ West to

in~.~i 1: 1fantry fixed the e nrn7 fo:r ces i n zer. Th-e 1/196th

infa-.*ry Y as *:, in:e north of the mai 7 area cf resiatance ant CLI I Ie trail

-B -~rcrth. ar-d sovth to thes west o f H i l 3 20. T te t j remnaining

rof the 1 t2e Irf artr ;- were to- rcrain i F^iticn to rest. General

nc'sFan ce-ntretE-d on the eliminatisr '3f :awaese resistance in the

area :f the 'Ickn-er- ro-e. ^t~er acti.'ities or, E~ia were to support securing

14
t.hz 11aeS of r o -,T, :j f Tor s r. sk

.0,~ 2 '1?61h infantry beget. its !Tove~rm-t ard t), 27 tad. cvneucted a



z s- s *% h /1 - d' * l-if n I ' hOur it Ld

7Ec >C drarure and te-L.- a~t9Ckr to the s ast t:-.4rds tte

-------- -----------nrtering scre initial resistsrze a-cnq the sc-_ThernmoQst rids

i t~ "- 3ag-I-Se positicr, the Seco'-' c'a-. f E T'owipany requ irel

~Ei~iC rr h~F~~t~lton cfC T ~ -~ Togs ther, these t #. c

r .ers able t:- lead the advan~ce of the right f Iank of the 2/1 edt h

.4-~ otatb .Ethe two platscr ~s made co-t act with 3/ 1 Ed

is
ry - U t'. S'LLII C.T the *Taanese pt..:,.

In *the r: , he remizaing two Flatc.:-s :f E Ccnpaiy were pirned dour

ty m c~rlar fire from Positions north of the cbjective area.

T S -:ord Fiaocr Z-f romT,. attempted to c-tflank t h E e Pzs iticne tbY

a _ va-ria to thr- rnrth and n:rtheast, tut was unsuccessful 14 Y 1115t all

!-z.sr:-t in the flats nporth of the rid~e, a1079 6hiCh the Ss :-:nd Platoon cf

E C:-F~zn a~d 7 Ccor~any had advar-ced, L.ad cease-_-. f-t 1200 '= ne-w ftur-platccr

wrc tesun. The stject was to sc.sep tc the-_ north -f tte Vest C aves

ansd hlin-kup with l1"62d Infantry thus sealing the lapanese i nto thte caves

are a. The 121st Field Artillery Pattalion fired a 600 rounL' P.re F arat ion in

*the 7E~a'ese nachiraegun and mortar FCSitiCn, and t/ 1400 hours Third Platc~r

C 2ra haid secured the high ground frcri wh.,ch this fire f;ad come. Also

ty 1400, Third Plat:c-t E Company made contact with eleme?.ts of the 162 d

16

"t7
a.e



:~a* 'aLc i2::~ -J th-e m-~ were not z.: sL'cCess fu..

-'the tD 3 ' 1he JaFz- d;'-f enS Es C - the WE-te- n

ih n :~rit a r! ~re h a't e.d. Cl:;-il ewr.an, cor7,--der cf Ve

Y. 1 f a - cr 5red t he se pFIa' cTs t, i: in focr t1-e ni . t, i s

~ b'os~to secure this terrain f- its a irne s.f departcre

nE-t day. Seneral Doe, hcwever, or der 1 a ge ne ral w,_therawal to.

p s t2 cn s aln I th)-a .e s z;t he r r i c* e ar F I- Y feared hat an ersny

ccounterattack wculd detYCI:F d 'r: e ni.-ht. _.- 420 the 2/ 1tY It.f an t -Y

ts moveent. it P ESL~ S- , 1Tf a ritry w:h had teen

r*if r r fcrward. z~nd setaJ r a rd t- -zs it ions :f 0700 that

L.~ f the day's sFeralkicnr thle ZnE7- was assessev' as too weap.

toC;trft~kde to losses in heavy a:, food, arr~uniticn, and

. ~The 4h=i!t -4 - Y d euccez.e*__ ;n surro ud-gn t ",e e ner.y(

- Ir:IY' E~ho~ In !eF '-r ahl a d ad also advanced toc the

s E r n t z.f t he a F n ss _s .~:t i: Of e a i i pcr t an,:e w as the fact

od f the day the aF that had en=i'et between the two axes of

=dv4 arrce hae been effectively cicsed by- the fn,~ oveument of the 2/161d

Ir . The reti renent of t h-e 196th Itfz-t-t frcm *the West Caves,

hcweverr is -of dubious merit and was to: cause v-:teym later.

The -etda., /I-E Th r-ft tached t: e~ 162d Infantry, was to

cc*' nuze its rtc%.ement to. the hi~t qr:'und n~rt :J he !apanese strons point,

o h.-e I '1td lnfantry,! s'1.pcrted b;. the Fit:i! C'atoon of Ite 6~D Tank



I, t c thcc t. ernme i The s1owne(:ss of th t a;T F C

7t 1?6tF fe-tr- in cleez4r- the ridge north of the caves resulted in

a: r J-nEs-e _:rZ cI t: p!ace effective fire-to include autov..e-c 6ap s

an e -rin':l :,it:r fire-on the I/l62d Infantry thus stc;ir- its

advr :e. , t. CFpl:.Thn1 :f the tank plat:on was this battalicn able to

ad.ance, but t -as de2ayed well over an hour, the attack being resumed by

Ze va C :,;B7at noon. At the sane time, 1/18kth Infantry was

r to pUS i ts attac in tht north so that by 1330, A CorIpany 196th

19
-trz li4e up wiT CcmFany 112' infantry.

C-. The left flank of the avis cf l."62d Infantry, success was r.:t to be

a,, Tte 'sai-.g cz,,panies were StOFFed b' Japanese fire cori rg frcm

Fpoit:fs seized ty r Company ie6th Infantry the day before. Py nightfall,

l'iJd fantr. c::vFis o, L-shaped rssition ,ith A Company in the west, P,

C:~a'P> in the eas: an~ V C~mpan- in the nrth. Th.e wisdon of wthdrai

20

2e186th infantry the previous night is obviously brought into question.

As luck would have it, Ceneral Eichelberger had been conducting a

9eneral inspection :f the situation during, the course of the day's battle

for the West Caves. From an observation post within the zone of I/I6th

Infantry he was able t. observe the employment of the tanks of the 603d TarA.

Ccmrpa, . To his chagrin, he saw the 'aFa7ese infantry in close cobat with

the AMeracar tanis. Of es.en sreater concern was that the Japanese forces

3WF'CCSj/SEP'V7

r



~.:2 :~ t:n:e t .1! rc& 2t hea'.athat had sL.:FoVSdly beo

:te- , .mri~a7.z Ttis in u.e, the ridge o- , h.-,, te f d

21

e 't!td his ote'.'aticn Fost. His aSEE-E = ',et, jLstifia=lY SC, U&S

ho one had a firm Srasp of the situation. When General Dce proposed

re-e4i,. the attack in the same fashion the next day, Ceneral EicheIberC-r

:n*E..ened, -:rdering a day :f rest and rerraization instead.

T'z ci- at , had teome clear to the I Corps corander. The

-- s c:rFiete :c.trol o-f the area :f :PFera!i.:,ns because he had the

.r .s f s rce at w l through the caves that ad* up his

str : r:ir. 6e could, quite literally, sink into the ground to reappear at

- - at:-, a C the attacker would never really know if he was present

- T s as a distirct miobility ad-artage for the defender and

F'erm .ed ,im to ma'e the test possible use of the terrain with the limitee

:f C:ta't-2ffective forces at his disF:sal. The Americans did :not

*-- d !-, i _t&-itie, Dp capabilities -f the enemy.

The -^,mericans for their part had two major shortfalls in their scheme c'

a e. . First, the. failed to erploy the principle of mass in deali-g

'te 'aFanese stro9g point. The single tattalion attempting to entir

t'.e cm. es area was, in effect, defeated in detail. A second major problem

,as ta : e alttac t the division was coordinated in theory only. Two

ta~talions, from tv,: separate regiments, were attempting to make te

dI,,!sOr ,ain attack, while moving o perrendzctlar axes, through he,:-

2u.1e. That any lirv-up occurred it all is a surprise. The command a-d



U 7vflc F -t~ e re, Ur, tact, irisu-rhzcrt4E le en sJ E veif tech.Zlc:r

8 te c:rnusio.c.n of t he dsa Ge ne raI E ic it r r e r t Ed t o G e e r

rucrthat fcr the redt day he "cealled off eQM7 figq ti4 a -d t he t ro.s

ili te reratzd. G Monday I propose to FLu't thr.ee tatta-lzcns inr te

o-f the Jap a-rese , and o n Tuesday I pr :r:s to talt: th e o t her tw

alrilelds." I rng t he day, the TJap a n es c-~ :22 - k i 1ed i n a cti cn

t th estI La-s. EIs e whe re o n t he s a 2 7 t h.e is sm.y c on tin4,ue d

tar EE- -2 la~C -ar,'seh h a,. I restr:,d e tr V near Ibdi. T he

ocoss.atit :T; Xrt'-er reh ft-rcement as rer e s i -cz C th Llk P of naval

2 4
fCZ-Ses wre inv~ S n o pe r.ai is i n th .e ':s. The air fiel1d at

"C'T -r r-me ;a-= usaBe, tUt lt- fact that SE-erv i~e ± . t -e West Cav es

CC-iL f !r on E at ;4iM n rt is9a Ted aoa' a l t eersCty c 7ran s

General Sichelteroer Tales Ctsarge

Operaflons or. le June are prsbatly, best descritel' as teis limited to

conso-lidation and reorz~arization. While some lccoC Fatrollang did occur to

Maintalin sE-Zcr.-tY, the bulh of the day's effort waS directed at preperinS

for the reELrFti:t onf ithe attach on 19 J!ane. 79;e pe lan, the fifth in a

series of erdeavcrE to) secure Hokmer Drone, was t t a coordinated effort

t, twc tuil re:inrts - !2d Infantr, and 126t.h, inf-antry -tz. achieve two

-? WF,'rDd r7 ,,,'er,



: c. t:rc the : ranese frc, ll errain from which te> cCLId

fze *:fecti. ;i-e - cHr r Drcrne; and te.. , t secure a foothold frcm

t 1ch to 1Iunch 4urther operations to the w'i. Th e main atacaO was to

TCC r t he ::s of the 1e6th rt.f.try, a. rea 1000 yards long and E"0

* - W ide. he tftal area to be cleared incIuded the West Caves, the

apanese enceM-rent Lde f the cmaes proer, and all ground north from

2S

te 1 .: r de .er ckn :ii er Cr:me tc Hill 2 n

Tte 34t, > m-r. : Teoi~n ,ath ri'ii r arr- eI at Scenek during te

-_ rse of *he day ad was inrtacultely troL'cIt forward to Mckmer. It would

asure the Ce:sX:lit f The tivouac a-d a=sertly area to be vacated ty

2l'h nartry and /12Ath Infantry wi-e7 it commenced its attack cn

Ee. e-Eal Eichelterer's intert wz= to conduct two regimental

csuder te rO! of th2 reuients! ::rnrasders, to seize cbjectives

ii:- the ',isic" .:r :Feratic". He s the esta lished contre:

*ar T cie~ t.: control spa--te battalic.ns, rather thar!

te -F 7, t - c:ntr,:I tattalions r m the tas£,:rce. In addition, he was

e.F I i g t he tasic FrinciFle of mass by using full regiments to muLnt

cpeato-a s :,e'! S '2ler and Ceneral Doe felt could be conducted by

ta!.t--. rl roime-t is pri aSlI the w,:-t term since rone of the

- - -s - at any.here raer full effecti~erass due to" casualties and

Curin$ the dz, 7 K Company 162d Infantry ard /163d Infantry enSaged in

ezts-sive Fatrcilii, the former out to a distance of 2000 yards to the

" t.s west end of Mckmer Drome and the latter oul! to 2EC0 yar~s

1 I



-a::t sh fi na I c I s i~ t he ja;-a'rse !.-c m t te I- s t

Cs 11s. r . C£:cumernts cap'-rEd t-ur-i~ the day c nirrmed that

a E~r E ME S P-- r the WeSt CaeSS 'r s as s i re d I - t he 221
2 - f cspe cial s1tfi c is that t h SSe docutier.-Is

:ac'-z 4C:, T S- -7- f *his regiment had moved ty five targqes frcm

Ih ~- '~r Er: 12-IS Xr'e. >-;eral Ful ler 's ac-sessrient that

ah Fa -- m L ee7 rein forcees sh ro x Imite cause fr his havi nq

.-~ ei4crerts. , appesr41 tl justifled. apaps

_ T L: n. ~ue ere t: t-~ e Iited *:cond~uctin~g

- :rati:s: i-. sect:r, cr tc atterpti:c Ic breakcut t.:. te north tc.

at-- .t -rive n~lo r!h. of S: -. The bsesmz y General

as--- ate- N5Tat the s C:~ccLrsce Cf action~ UaE the rcst

---- ---- ---- -- C 5 : '~CCWCThe nain efft re i -r

-- -cr:!7 it - semtly area at that time an d b Y 090C. the 2/le6th

.7 2 T Z t f~r were at the i ne :f departure, 1000 yards

~:: -:re ar ming eas'. Fcur battalions cf artillery

!::*:±, -z~' nd 9 4'h 7.=-! >tillir, D Company 641st Tank

:ta:. r, e- de * t ar.s {r -r, eiC! Tank Cct. amY were all i n

ICU~: c ~'ii at t a ck it 1IC4 -:Fs, :Illwinq preparatory fires



, rliEr. Lattaitts, tPe e at cua ettc Lejan wzh 2EIh in

"'- .. -:c:tcd tr TXESth it re. -~.

.. - Eichlt-rer ,as- LS. I-2D the I I r.fantry to conduct at.

-. e::r. :f t T Sr 2 strcre strcrS poir.t whlIe t e 162d Infantry cleared the

. .he CZes. Prc rsss th 6t. ifary th-s

17 M F a Y a, L-n'FsC: -, r a l. e d... nfet ry had achi ee.,s-d thear

t. -j ca ve passed t r cjh sc atte.ed rifle ,re and some

- - -- '. r - fir'. The '.S. t _- >farntry -.,e r.elieved fr att tachme nt

" : -f,-rv and ordered to advarce frtr A- r:siticr P the east,

VA"£.... _r.rc rr--trs tryin,; thr>2 tg'"he te.rr.=, so, that on~ly• crc compan~y
-- p r tr I ,z TI , : -thrhatc71 :n ,T

.. .. .. .I E C a Iual Jli. u. U p 1 tP 9', afternoC... Sy fl.S.tfa11 ,

22
1k. :-tt'>.iC Iucceeced in ccr-lt1.- e . ; Sg the enemy positicn.

sET. 4i2e, -d >',,-r; had te-un its Fuh -7 the area cf the Weet

_ .r:Per. t iner:can -.r ces were seneraelr successful in eTterir9 the

, U:re f:r ,ithi- the caves Frev efed "er, f.rm actuefl!y entering

Se-, p:=i,r.s. Itn a first impr,:.cized a't-pF t to route the araese,

-as pcured into, the caves and isnited, pu" this failed to eliminate

s ressta -ce. Durirs t.e niZht, apanese :lcxzrs came out cf their

z .- .-- c anf placed harassang mortar fire or the teach road from B, s:ek to

?C fe as well as or, the airfie 1 : t.= ,  AdLditicr,,'v . Iiled

29
,:~~~ f':- : ~ a!; 1P r~ ,' : , : ar, BUs: ': Lhed.

Ey day's er: c'erci Eichelber.-cr was very _;at in tag as-essc-:ent C.of



.......... F: a~
l  d ditct1: ' I{ c ely ended tt-e thre t

- .zt~ ~t-i: 2:1 '.E~ 3tt. I Pf <r YS hLd

I :E C? CL2t, In SeCUrn9 t he 'rle ar.d Sorido airfields.

T p 7a~se ca btillity was felt to be limited to a defense cn Piak with the

'" - --? ',-, it.ccurring tl: the r.rt_ -rad:n the vici-it/, of the

31
_- tr-cle in Iat ar;:a. NC me'ticr in tnede of the F Os tiIity of

c::tctg, thU r-terrtned cidel C Ct . that were to c.aracterize

Securing the rfilds

-: ':~ ... nr 2 Xne ia r li r ls --traIhtorward. The 1/162d

r ,IZult c::ti e ert.:._ to C i2- te Japanese acti,.ity in the

........ .try - ld attac *- th west tc secure :orokoe and

C:.r dC. IrrMes, e the 1 6th rfantr,-, wit-. ' 3S Infantry attached, would

32

. t O7Peralions in the Hill 320 area. nly the 34th

r. t achie..e success Or this dey.

CuFF:rted b. !j d Field Artillery, C-,:el j Je na 6as ble to advance

.xr tllr it clt OFpcsition. His cperati:ns were facilitated by the attack

lrf? I r - in *e Hill 320 area, u, it was c.bvious that the JaFar.ese

at inj:-ne a -y hCFe cf beir.2 ablE. t: :c:u. the westernmst airfields. I

---



ES f i~ :rd:-:rr. -~ tr~1 Te rest c

h ~ ie sre te air-ri-d a-7.d m -a -*r -r-d C . I t

S T E 1St >i ri 'c the east.

Cee cr os 2 Vis, c.r. was agalI- boc sd dc wn 7 -h c Mc t r

r ! eE ra Eac iS:Z'aTc the t~ly ut theS TapaT'ese WS-E --C.t preraree

r.. I. y t he /I- I nd3ehIfnr were

- -- re=' gcr-c-e~ 1,the '4-e7  11~ 1 ' 0' a r.d t f ~e Et Cav.

_r: 3nc a n. E- Eir~ Ier 5.Ir LF cerat1irns elsewh!ere.

p ,. .h ' rcl-ress f sr a1 1, : qs e i . i E n Ca er a I

E- C 7:' C h ~Ut the d! l~ied t! C./ :Cpe f~r tbe tt Er

.*ds c -bser vat ic.n w a tle r-r icar, Solhlerc te red t c

-,r~ ~ ans d faicE- tc recc~~ z heL nf

se m-, as :rce~ d pe rate , and t he d mages he wee eu f fsr ir As

r~s..t the -flericar. sclie d n !t press Vtheir qro-und atlact, i ncte Ee

4-~ ere t -c vii'.iro tc let the artillery decide the b atl e , r at her tha.

N: : e t le s , the' Aniericars were ac ti ev i nq success con Fiak. While

r a'I - C-* r L. ?d? I v-, the -ali SadeS nC' th :ifM :t er r, te S ?d E ~i ,C-e r

2 i I a rt Ia-'i : r w as a tlIe t o r e sume w c.r on pr e p.a,-i n M oVme r Drcome fc-r use

t,, the Allied Air Force. it WouLld be ttwe rrore days 'Lefcre th-e first P-40 '

tt.- th zf th A r Frce -4cL11 d land here f ullIy a 6,eek behi-I the stratselic



c:- - c -at I- -- r e oM,: a a ica hteva _ t fP

3 E
wa 4~" in addticr, euring "e - t :~ f ne , American

P~Zrc twis cveralao north of ON: P Sr~ri say, saN Whee barges

Z-ve -it Pss" r LP~neS ting! acmp1±sh the passag t:

1 r -t eea lack &f re iwcs :. 'h _st and t he f act that

"i c-.~> Is X~ E Cc trated P toe Lin 22 and Va Et Caves areas

:E a-, -' t teliE,,'e that the Yape-e: 'ad tent i Ss~era' withdrawal te

:sa:saT Meibdi PcIcst inthe east ha;- been d- n sd.t ~re tc

::-!a - .sn ta, anything ee. When Qt cam~e ashzrer the 163d

ifrij 4:,,d itelf sF-lit tetween W~ areas t the palisas overlooking

.0-er 7-:ne fr:r, the T-rtheast, a~v the Itdi t*_-ci-t. The :' 1! d !nfantr ,

't.2 -er~t it first days or, t-ia tseccmii7, t~or:uShly f~ciliar with the

itwn rIe: attac~ir-C f r':i north

I- a .r 1 ' r~ a,- :e tIhat r ar. par a.Ie'Ie d Ea s ctme y ar ds * es I cf,

r - - r as s* f j c i -t vC I Lr'd a e f 'rS- Ct . 'fet IVr reS.S to prevent



tc~ te s t r :, r, I s a
: - ':-- --- ,- f ih l [ l a - = - er - o l =n f,2 - . 4

-.- :' " - - .,, '' '= r :e:d r es r. = ed to f avcrite tolee.1 f ? e 41s I

7e iCet fire - T.d directed the ;-Zi ain c, a tct.rdL;c-t cf

The 146t h F eI d YIL 7 , d

.. ... : ', , 2 1 I-c T:::rta-rs of D Cc-r.pFany 641s ... Tarr .'-t" = rvyer Fattaliong , % j.

a:--): e' Trh.rtar platoon of T -1 ~a 7y and 1 :~y I~

4 1

"ar . I n eI!, nearly EO,000 rcund. f artiIlerY and r.:tar

42
- L- 1d te eFerded tefore th1s ar sea was f-al ' Su 'ed.

2. -, a ..' I2d nfarr-, -_ e I mffort t i r.at

BF ar rsC s arce. The Americans r.:,w d:sc'e: that a h iSh degree cf

wC.d . . r. ured if !he w r s - be rcuted oL.

- a-.- a-:d m: . . fire ,as ne;feclivs e, placed into the caves

es -s - tially u n t.:Eer %,e d ar, d _ rected fire. The caves
IF=t: -.-_l- -=. ,7r_ r'T te . ': -se crl - srr

*r•:u t: rt ~c., ar_ ? fire because f their

BtL:r a r-s truc :n. The effects of hard Sre :._== ere n.-ated because The

t -i grc. tended to dif;LS frasrentaticn effects
a-t, r ° -  

effectndds.d~f~e

C-i-e .ad e- Frev iy at eri. ted as a r.=a- :f literally turni s th e

p Fanr.e out, ... ThC ave7 were ir reality :o lar Se fcr this te be an

:ec.;,e tool. Plare thr:wers, while useful atove ground whsn directed

a~a, r-!F,ared F:s~ti:rs, haC a terdercy 1: h back at the eFeratcr

-e: c was etr:r ew; a~curate it directi:r :s fire. Resardless, the

1'ame rarely F. rate- the caves thenc-lvs e.

:eel e.ald'r w ere dev.-lcped t.e. : r ri ..,; at the ulti ,ate



-- L-~ce~ -~ us ed Lc-r. t pc'

C: -- A r-c tz --e- S I d the A--se

:s . :f -hese £.rerates rC USed cr L:ak. for cvcla:,as We::

ara zns srd aLczrdiairy Furro seE. A sec:ordef epedciert was tte use cf~

r ea 7osCetacS t C -i .t e t he t t.id;seed fo o .f t he flame r cw Er r. Ve,

sr:er ad'r te d " as th at , aftLe r a reccn nai san ce, a flame t.hrowe r tam r

prL a -prcach a ca~re 'pc ni ng Lrder the cov-er of ri flemtan. The fl1arme-

:re'a': t:i th er n' proe ct t he ;ressunized f uel into t he cav~e CFCT:1 -S

r: it. In th is w a-- r, 7!,: rc ,e'" 'q c uflelt L r --.-

f~, L h Vsspr'
-. f I~L~P. Whe te peatr ad covered th are?0 wit

l -:tar, i~ -~ wld 1' en te -szd to ii1te t'e d'i ~Fr rS

7h,-:. T roce-dure s owed max .rur: c: vera~e w ith lea-=t drgeSr to t.1
o1era. . r t -cesc ia.* ser-e aerc p2i0e ) kt

- A~ r4Ieployed C. -. k

1,e~ t.e operations, t-- al es to =est rc.y e ne m;- we apons t

44

Th Esexpdc d;d

~.acontah- the 'zr-zrt:: :rcus d, howeverr arCd to te

- m wolId h a- rec-ied t hszIr tcMste t use. Res--:re ttabi,

fir:.: h hLrs o-f darknesz, t~scs -rtr. -ra suspended.

T 7~aeera-.de the.r majo-r eraou tter-rt from the Yo-st Caves area

*rr he -ish' o-f 21-22 June. porsepar.%Et CCou-erattacls were launched

fror: 'Asth perimeter ~~~lrdty the 4:s It Division. The f irst, at

n:jrsrrirc to close to- withiJ 5FO yaords o f 1S t h Infantry position s



z a. a-, .as ZcuFFrIrd by 7a~i;ee I liqt t 3act u r.s a-d

*~L r ~t~t.t2O ~ s v .3s E.u FF cr t ed b y rrtr r~

f- re -aZ BIn ct p cE.i t i: m a rn e b y I /12 6t h Ir f ~t r y.

,- - si~ feace c~l after 60-millerneter mcrtar fires frcr: C CcvtFany

ra.r 7 were t rgh t to bear. At 'D 0 ho u rs a th: rd attefirt,

_z_1 'E iee-red t: eivert The attention of the Awvericans, r as directed

r a y14 _ 1± 7 fIz t ry t o t he s o t:t e st cf t he caves . A t C.t ^

ne~~a :Lt tterIpt was Ilaurcted by the !a oe-e. Th.i s at tack'

*__~a th~L~P r~ e cf 1 'lE6th In!=_try. '-

_z E 1: rsat ins thrs:h that inrtar fi-e i n supF c :t of t he

r- e- o r-- m -r a. --- L t t;T7fa ycn t

S:~ .t ze C,= en'~a osAr In al I t he jaFanese suffered

r - -.t !IS woun~rded in action. Cnly c ne 4 mi r ic a n

.--e n Ir rz r;t:: =nd pce st -,. ar a :,-r ts all F:int t 0 these

C: _'sattacie ez- the last ditch efforts o f the L 1~~1 urder

c: -' -I :u ne , t o t re a k Lt tf the n et c Io se d by the Arieri ca~s .

tbe sue these ac*ti. s all speak for the deteri ti^on displEYed by t he

z b=z .-t it .as n:t a coocrdinated effort o f all the forces cn the

-i-:e nc ':a activity cccurread tc the cait. That these actLi:ns

B lI . sr ate =-L:c cdal attack re cte d b,, C : I s e I 'uzuvqe pr ior to tie

:r ,:s ~ci ,e ' i ch has not t.e e n conf:rrned) i s rot readily

'E- I 6t IE-. Th.ese acTio.rs were ur~riLestizr'at,1 esPerate measures urndertalzs-.

*------ .. th i~er,_cans, arnd may tave beer urdertaen with a view to

- - -c-- alc? g the Scrido-'zi E-ay t6raiLl as a preluee to



- ~ ~ - 7- 4E a' iCT< f' I~~- C~~ If Zvtt.'ic C'

7I K '.ri. i eli:i at i r ?sistarce in V'~ s Pt Ca~es

=-Ez. Vn :Z 7Jre, AJlie.d aircra-t be2ar: cFe-etin3 frc1 Mckmer m-cre. Ts~al

* aFe'se strenqVth or~ estimated at ab: u! £COC. :n 27 May, E r~ put at

:te 9Cand 2cfOO effectv'es. Generzl Eichelberger felt that hjis

Ac ud now te directed at pre.es~t:- the erern7  f r r crzairg t C

471

.rt. *:r fr:r: sCvCCL'u~tirs t, sia. Le s 'ilIl had scme p r cbtl1e r, ahe ad

P22 7-~ ':SthIfartry 4.aez brcu; t ~er fire by Y epanese forces

7SO yards to the rorth.est :f .t F:siticn - an ar -a that was

.r;;- ~Iz~tr sun in *his Fositirt. and e:u L Id be towc d e-;s t.e fcr e K

C£F~n), tte 947th Field Prtillsry Pattalion, and t.o tan4 = fr:rn

- ~~ :-ay :j~ e ble t:e"ctvely reduce the :araresse

tallac by the l:4th Infa'r :- t /.'~l4er- tah4

1 1 YU teen ic u r.te d i n I h 1s ar r-a on 2 1 Jun e , but a Lack cf

e :: 2a* c tet~eer the two different re:z emats resulted in a f ailIure to

e te p~itzn. Whe 7 o~ 2 Xre, Co~ar 19th Infantry finally

t s areaq it dsc,. 'ered that the laranese had exfiltratee as MLch as

fais tz-':re. The .1 ck P f cocrdinat.izn i n :'h e attack provided the

for s ma a 2' 7aa-es tce--.a 49

QfI



- r-~~ fr:r tVa! re~minr~t Trapred sc-e heav'y n:rtar crews in

5- s:- is- -r h as aFFare~tly t es.- s u p c rt n, t e bre 'CIt

*iL: 4Cta* mcrnincS, tut were unable to return to safety, and were

St?.e c:our-c c the day renee expcerinents tz clear the caves

~~- ':e. r:-4e adflame operatio:ns contin~ued, and to them ("as added t he

e-'~ee~E2.UiC.Tte !16th Engineer E'attal:r !:wered SK~pcr dyrmi

th -:2 ert~ance to the caves ar.*d then eetcnaled them ty

E=s 0 .1ect -ulze. To be sure, this had th-e Effect cof s tun i nq t he

sie~s~ nd Those that elected tc lea e th-e cay=cs were killed by

B.r!;S Lra Prn S'!' lpon eai T t h ei r appearance. A~ ' 1ES, after a

:-:' >l , inwich no f ur ther erny appe=asd, t he 1/1 d Infantry

*:lse Le wst Caves area clear. Plair, this dclaration' was premature,

r* r ctt mor e !apanese issued f rom the cave and attempted to

': e .' :u--h t te 1e6th Infantry =-n d Il/I 2d Irf~:'try. This wa=-

a it,.a*.ion rec,.uirin the physical ccuLpation Lof a r c bj e ct i %e

-z--t' ~ e t: derlare it secure. On the morning of Y? Tu;ne,9 1 /16 2 d

I a .e~l~dits bjvouac Site at the mai n entran-ce to. the W'es t

.,SE attsrp! was made to enter the strorsgpcint until 5 Tu'ner and it

49
tA E Z' uIE tefore the first deep patrol was initiated.

Tte- ca..es tad bee'. jevelcped literally as underqround fortificotions.

,his tartzcular strongpcitt was capable of tilleti-g in excess of 600 me n

and =s ::rFletsl/ cutfi:ted wi th ,i tche rs , enrclo sed IFleepi 7 areas, a

to~t: rd B full complement o f weapons, radios, ratlons, avnd

as h ;.Fparent that lthe !& P b-s sz has -ffeoc f rom It-



4: C- L' t -4 t E C

-l a- ts r.. rcr e effeclz -iti 11 y c. c t E. r

E a .a 7e se f Zu -Id H: n e e::a.es .ad r. F ra r T t e r.

-a" ~ :- *. ied of Emcfsih-ltir

n: a: t e S! C av e area r-e cFe ted c nce th~e 1/162d

7-fa-tri :cc,'Fied th.e are iammdiatel>' adjacent *t: t he c ave ertrance. A i

dC at i r-uh as a ta c d radics, ee~s quipmen~t, armrunition -

rp~cz with~d *.aj -o *t**? .. t h, c: t ' 1and .

2 tc fa s for ces were i n a-! cc.-= F rsOSc e k i IIe d i n

~F~ra1:~sat Te ~ -

at~e did zc cer the total fuccess of

=tz~:.r-e s* Tdi and t~e marrisc in th e Et Caves rea. 20oth of

!tshcaat.1t -f ios e Th ter' fF i ;:7in 9 t he 0o.er 1and lin~es

:f c"T"L 'c at icr ncf t e Anter ic an. f orce E an~ haif ': be deal t w'ith befcre

:C~.' '~ CZLld be Ir. : a S~.cczzs_'.l concl Us ioe. The Ibdi

s-_~e fll tying up crne batala: n fr- -'e 162d In~fantry, while

*'e Ea aes're~-e unkwn capFtil1.,:- the en~emy sin~ce or.]>' the

r _w- fla-4 :f the F~~i~ had teers F-at.l 1 :s"tified.



, r~z fre, ,rih te ~e cf I nd .r ect I re :i ~d

i~ ~s :!nt- t '- Eas I C ayjc s. Thi= area. cerable c f r rct e ct inr 1:

~a, '-i: 'r a I e&Et I COO men, af f rded t.5e t i n and fi re al o rg :e

7Zrt -ca iro, Ite r'arai jetty to the edle of Mk me r. n ce the T.h re e

-Zi Zi s hee Sm ZLre and !okner Drowne was oper at, ^,al y renewed ef for ts we re

73dtra*-- this Fosition. The diSt-,,E-: f rom the center of the

- s r - at m:ier C-r--me to; the ce7 ter of the Ea=-t Caves ar --a i s s Ii 9h t.

es E-':-a two statute miles, an d o n 24 lu,.e, 2E tombers undertook a

,:;±j-S ti5=sicn that may hav'e been the shortest rcod tai ff fm

er!- dr-- or(dnance on these cav~es.

Th.Is wazs not encush to eliminate all activit/f h:wever, for cn 27 June,

a ~~~rty fr:-r E :cnpany S42d E n 9inee r Ea* ard F h cre 1 e 9i me r.t was

Sto rrtar and rifle fire while at a p. Ft. to the norttwest of

.I:'mrr. T -s enci , r wsr i rg in this a rea a Et -Kors a =securi ty force to

- cL~ 1. -f act,-o:nE by the japarese tut Mo0reS ;:SIiVe ctin here no

apprcprlate. -4i a result, American forces- - 4.2 i-ch mrtars and tanks -

eetr:c-,ht back .nts the area to subdue the 7aase uri rS the nextI

t -Zs dayst cver eo0 mortar rounds were fired r T o the East Caves area.

~~t:-llyr on 30 June, a lone l05-millimetse howitzer from C Battery

2 Eth rield Artillery 14atlalior was also Providec to suppress the Japanese,

an~d it fired e00 rounds cf high explosive and srn: e into the position. On '3

.'Lly, lrocrs frcr, E CCoPFa-Y 542d Enginec-r E~oat an d Shore R~e 9i e rt and S

r ~ar : 3d Infeatr/ Fus '5d into the East Caves ares. They spotted cnlv

Ir~se f wt.i ch eight were killed. ±11 other J ap ree s had



d.E failure ' o erplc. ran.-vcr s am- t dsry

*T~ 4 t i z 1e1. ~ t'>! art: 1ler' ca t si :?

7 , 1L ter r a i

Elirn:r.ati:' of th-e :t*i r. oC~et

Te last remnainin*g center of !apallce rz-istance W as- t E- I tda P~C6es

- arai aTrd £T~~ The 2,,l 3 d I rd m E ide e n' unsuccessfL

z '-: i centraTa 1 T -s ar e a . 2 :L nzL b t f ai -111 to qai n a

LS f: , r : -e * t t t.he f ir e pzer cpticn so

:~ rs 1 f s I. c ~ TtE-, :r n -2,fclwi. three days c f

>a~ d1rrt~F~~rTc~,twe cfr-pels -- the !t63d Irf~rtry again

Z' r Ad 'r~e Wt Cf t .e YCL' Man, S'r al I~ To w e a - tc overcom~e

-eiirese resssta~ce, the re-Timent aa res:rtej *: tcritardment, this timne

rrL 'L-e rcnewre- ti-e S:uccess was &chieved, butL

n a liritet tasjs., for by nish~.fsll : 2!ar-an~ese casualties could

~'!red a I ,ET eicht Americans 1i1 Ed, three miassing, and

T The e -z-n had :k'tvcusly lssa7e I ra .e the test poss ible

r' E, E, d z-: z-rtc s! a.s i n d a ~ ~ rot previc-.sly seen.

- X~ --'3::az fcrces resumed 1thse tc: c!, Ibdi. Nov, al Most all

cf "s 163d infartr- rsmert was in~volved '2'1 7 infantry, still operati%,

.......................... ee P~itiv

~-i.17



?r~~ I Ir a. " I l'Scea z a

r f ' s end C r,-yo r w a roeUCsd t. LE

59
,,.... ..... ap:d t :p, to 42 effectives. tI11 the e-my as r.ct

2.2L-eS: r ere zent ;orward to l:ce e eny PC s:to ne within

*.E_- -s poir.I arn t er to call artillery fires down Cn ther. For t e next

,ee-e s.r-: " act..t,'e. linited t. the firepower s ol I. n. uring

Cd t 4r-c' t-" "., iF 2 :-1.- r'e:d , t~ y 2a ,t -: n firee. S.S.O rounds

.,a.-, .- limeter .,crtar creos of th-e 4 3d lnfantry

e.. Z. .-:L-.'. The effects were ra'-$ra l, f -r uF:.n t he

-derr-..:.:f direc. ,;e, c'.ncin 1r;ranIr-rme otsEr'.'ed Japanese

60

- :---, - -e -l..c 3'e .: - . - ecz--,se one cf t e effects of

. :*l -t.rtrent of ., .TO r_-.rn_ sirce 21 !une wes the almost

4sf.: of lte area result~r.5 i. the exposure of the Japanese

z:e.t :--. These Fs'..--s- ad beer. cc difficult to attack tecase they had

t er sile at the !.jps c' pir.acles, al the base of trees, at d in

ar.; .rall ca,.e. in the p:cOet. L'n !0 Jul g Cr r.Fany and L

elre atle :. terin the corFp-s-cicn of the poc[et by srstenati C]lt

eU Z:- _ey pc.:t S by use o f baz cc;as, flar.e throwers, and tank

.. ... .Feri.d i' the d'nert, it was es ti!,!,',ed that as

so., s. 3' Yarsnese were fir P. duf.n, but re'renit1. . C.O of thei,

4i

__ _ _



63
: t d d - " the ht f 12 .L' I . C ..ur Ssearate 9rc,;-

S',i 1 C; .r--' forces had troub!e ad.anci-c -c. doubt t - few .aF an ese

ra aM I e clutter created ty the tob, tbarmert were having an easy

imr- :y.Feding ,he ,:-ve.ne.t of the 163d Infartr. As a final desperate

_-s ~re, _i.t 2-'4's dr-pFed 36 tots :' 1OOC-p:.,."d bo rts or tfe area. TItis

64
... CftCC.,. ended the resi.ta-ce.

d... r ... _ r. F -s i t i c.n ffr:r,

_- 7a~a-ese ::. c uld harass ad iterdic. t-eCicar act :ns cr i ak.

.*. a-rea i's ;_.  -s, as cculd be expecl-d, ,cry h--avily fortifie. C.verins

S aer-1 :1y 400 yards long a 2S0 ards dez., t'e :bdi Pcc~et was

C , :.,r - natural fortif{c t tz_ the dfAnjsive "alue of which

-- ... vF'c by rinforcemer. anc J'l:,us ceari . :4' fields of

E t1 er 7S log and r l lt:ss corstrL'-'ted as four-re-,

65

r Fs:s~tl:- and at least t0C, h Ysty p-tions. Weapons in the

aa : Q' -rllimeter r,crtars. ".hree ,"€-,illrt-r meountain

, t.~, 7: lrLeter uns, twc 2>-millimetsr anti-aircraft guns, and

.aci-.e.ur:. The .apa.esE forces i: the area, part of Colonel

" ' r,c..5 '-22: Infantry, had taker quite literally his orders to

66
S - e sane, this defer.-- did little more then harass the

-,e-.-an lne - nunicaticn and -srve as a target +or an extensive

..-.- ,r :t a e rt The soldiers defendirS hsre might have been better

:r-. ir - _. .. =tt.z to. deny American access tc ckimer .roime..
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E IC.- ---- f the-- - - - -m -St -C- E M

c. -z r - -z. r E ,e r :-z -fo e ei-n t~ e

Th Lt ofs TI- 1>24- e ar -a'

Tl -- -.- m -. -- -

Tc - r-:. tr. r,- -r fl, a-z~ n,-~. y 2I' t hI TCattry

- . ri -< - s --/ rs-tne to t e rsp

I~ -'l Q Th y res were
- - 7 1ic :- Sryz : t -r=-a :

-a - ' tof~ 341 cra, r - re po rdia tt attack-

h at:thz -rn pstion sl t:e te hrIdr.that anr a teacrall f rwn

K e.- f er I T.:L .1t: d t' I Z eelc S~oi sent a

- L.L '-:~-v ~ :r2' ~ tha enm foucew wer

S A , of"'" - - theLANK



- ~H 2  : dto L~i;Cc Genral

a 2- C* :r LI 7ar~ ', I~ i T'!ar-e dayp Gener a! Dt q was

I E.L 741: I~<t~ ia-~ ba: t: Si ith .rrly c.:ntrol f r use as

-cc 7. The -czesay charse -.- frendl1, disrF-sition w as

69
aFIT, On 7^ P Ue 741 I-467try be~an 13 relire.

a -~r rr:~ epi~~ rrd the! t:e Ta~anescr f:rces were all

70
"S ~ Fi ) ".r r, a area. FRepcrts cf as

c 2F eV,* C: a- r- e a - a I =2 in d ic at sd that th e

* ~ ~ '~.'i ' r. 'Ci ir, 14a ar:-d =quiFrten*, am~t~~ ~

r -z s r.a Ii t' ~h 1 -1 :h e E e r trac e f Ite aparese

W' T= ~l :t~i't'~ e V: r r r'ive- si i r i c a t he rat ure c-

Ths, !apa-se, Lit ceto of t $:e hol1dc)u ts

a t Jh~ I:~ a t be srs. Z tEc .

W~ces that F:s:tic-, finally fell --- 22 July, C-PErations on Piak were

lin~itEoz To sesrch and destroy nissi:ns tc eliri ate the last vestige of

'eestrenr th :n t~e island. 2a t lapa-ese that were present, were

prstl,~ r. capatle, .: fi htins as a ,uerril'a 4crce :ny but estirstes of

Th s trsnr:,th wers as hic-h as 4000. StCLld Thisc f:rce conisolidete it coul d

p~ea s utstart, a F rc t-er, f or tte battle-, ear y 41st Infa-try. Some

i i c at i ns wer re rce i --d that th e 7a- s f :r ces Q,--l'd assemtle at Ward:



- . a. a -, CTc ,.- rt a c . The use c hs aV:r

-" : -".-c r.. er::,.h threa : t= h F.ehe thet the required

.- ':rc s as . r chieved. n 17 1 I/e 6"h Irfar.try wai s

ar-'! .- 7 c'a, and shed aF.-e s. cE. from this asser bIy area

s-u,_- t: !'e u:r.:.-"im Ea trail ir,,: ambush prepared by 2/'16..d

- T~2.e rce t ac -,f all :r zed rEsistance, and C 2 u -. s LS

72
the ?tar Operatior, was officially terminated.

C,-tcome -.S the Oattle

-a, V'-at 'c.-.r:r cars were -L'cCesSful on !2iak i s to state the

Er - _ em. S LU jLst h:w .ucceEful is a diffic Lt

-_ '.~ .t. -_. Taccc~il' t.e -b>E-.. e of securin the three

r-. -a s .e z-- t . rateS'=> Te c-7t i.as fairly sreat, for the

r:e- er rt =_esc-d ir t;,e tz ma-ke a - {i f icant c"r.tritLticn in the

:f 1 n, s and this was the rationale for

- to "-:- ure r' . Tr "he firEt lace. Pecall that the caFpture cf

r c- a!.o ~d i B d id n:t fufI1 te s1r ateSic reed sInce the runways

E erE : SdeuBte for u:-e t, - .ea,, trters , and Allied Air Force

-t.:l reo-ired to crisi.ate fror, pOitior:s ever 400 riles to

" s . B:S.. rpia ther, ,. d .sreat strat-:c importance because of its utility

as a :rwad airt--e from which attacLs could te launched i nto the Central

-ac Ic -rsa or t -. tic .'h PhiliFpines. This straTeic importance ro, dC, Lt W

contr:tuted to the hasty marer in which the oFeratiopn was put together a,.d



ac u r I, i s L-r ue t~ oe ro:: o c. cces

c ~r :tat 1 -cl rz-t h%. e pre--sed tz asr c He e

n C i~ 'E 7epareSe were very ea at ?ia' teliv ~ reF rs

Is E: c.7- :e lec E ~t a f t h-a t sai !I : -- t' a ~ rs: ;ut-vd cr'

7 n, ^ ti dezpite the fact th-at 1Eecia!l :*hge'ce a .1at 1 to h I n

74
es ~ trersth at cicse to 0QO p S -,~e I. Tte deC i s - r tv

s C 6.1- mrray have also bee r. influericed t. y cticn t the Central

I iA: erc. -dnral Jimitz ias it that !L-rrr7Z r a,- 7-zre ss Pth

a~~ s nsBd 1,r e s s i r f cr t he 7 aal t~r that L.:Lld even~tually

-1, A'~-.s Nv' s that c pe r a Izn c a r'c c. s;e r toc r eal i tyt

2 hU'r 7 eW t hat he w: L!d 1 cse thes -'. cc-sr he z- 1d previously

---------. z T; naalBICC cve r , he Icl be . E re Co ~aZCP. f rom the

zras dcur Ing the ' OF 11c the na al fc-rcec aailable were

sc a ds E:,rs. 71- fa..-- :f ~~ s Z7CO ecnna isa r C a

eisuth e di~feren ce betZ-eer a.-c-aft carrisss arct LTC~ r ma,

e - - :rtart ar, element in, the .'ict:r- a! Eha as anyt ins else.

- -- :Ce 'zllUre mad th 7pns h:4he f:rceE- at -i ak were,

- .e ~~'were, to. the point ths* *1e i'aparese ravr had to take

I.- ~ s a no'-existet, carrier-ta=i-d, f i sft t s aed bomber

tr Eat.



*' o.- 1 . ---rat;cr, Ec- ~ fJ C-ut this s tate Trs rt

~2 : f~ :r- 1' i-viion cf ':ia, c~rn-'-c The Japane as to Te

:.:- te TKic2 n~ Effcr'. ir n e aci f~c The actual x tert

::s!ak wa nct acevd instead a sec:-,dary benefit-diverting the

- ct -was. Wh.ie ThE e japarese fleet steape d

c- e ilpis anC~ Netherlands Indes attempting to mount a

-1-:They were unatle Tc, idultely prepa-e for Ezn

;in .t -a11.- atd-:ed Their effcrts at reinforcing EPiak, but

prcs=id efl:rt. the tv,: tat --s-ips Yzr 1 and !!'c! ctj would

E s I a A a c tr t h Lr s f r~s cuI d tav e h a n dIed.

1 t P r~ Th c~ t o 1 ~as a a-uc c s 1 t he rea were s C:ira- probleqs.

* - iea Ijc-r Ce':eral resignrs tt-'e rLs t be something wrcnSs.

a c *~d a~d cc ntrcl Pr :t 1er at "P cauzsed as Much ty the l enr.gthf

-------------- t::ns as t' perc'al:'y differences. I r. this case,

'Ic* :rs'U: D- 'ak wile ~e sr.5i'ed at Hcllandia. He was

C~ f -C wi~c th, wha as Fe~/happening and never visited the

* i-Tetine Ccneral Fuller was i n cornnan~d of HF:AICANE TASK~

-t : te' med~al :c r-rand ectelc r e~asted between General Krueger and

rer Vler. I~er* it came time to act or the situaticrr enea Krgr

-. - mc.e The, 1 f:ps commander ane staff who were not f ail1iar with

E,- 'L e ar.-' :-z half days t-- get oriented, to1 Ei ak: 'Lo

-~~j--2y r- c h:~i" c~ere in the field order directing

.h f~ S i a ezts stirulatec by wich the), were to be

:=C-re.' z.d -'!I:~l. ±1 c; Ithse are FE-Culiar :acti- .9 given the hi Oh



~~:2c ~ ~ t ree air fie; A

mne b-it Frrcices -ten erca-ed i- 2!-ac csta!. At the t esi-'in9 of Le

cF r . _,, I __.r-- ai te 21i -.. s - lackin a- was a f:rm

. .. S - .:e SaFee coTTmender. The 1ac- cf

S e CrC-r-nir . .C 7. . n -d probatle Iccation an~d

:SF.ZSiticr f Ihe enermy forcE- I c cz:se the American commander

- i cL It 'f y in ac .i I t .. : cive. AS the Amer.,cans

_-t E F-. - t I t- n t h-: e rear by a defender

e - . "..e terr:' . .. r r f. nespit what . .w ..2k" :

e report at.:u the -. : -. te F aese tactics, they were

77

eu'er~e! ef'eclive. A good roun rc.:.':ce cc uld have done much

u rr -f 1- firrM5t° t L e t-a n and enem. y, but as hac

t.. .. t,: - = - - -:. accomL i e .

Ti ~ er:-. did 7..t r e=-l r.a-- te:r ;:r,: s in the a*,tack until the

t ~ ~~~~~~~ -- ~b~pia e ~~'s ~a finally bgn

:cr °-: j.i'-t :f the initial !Sdi-gs at Ma- r, and the Green Peaches

- .-- erl l cf cf eff:rk and a rigid inflexibility

I=..! _- r ,s deviate frct, an adc pte course of" action. ThcEe

C---E c'ma.actcri:ed operati:r.s until C-.ral Eichelber~er finally

I A-.

' mi



... . = : . -l , as the nr w c : . c -,IC :t is

.- -: a .t e r p r - c s z 'L ' e r r % u l l e r , t h e v ia ! - -. rn - :r

i a fer -t ty 1 rtue c t ah.e FFF I C ti.-n Zf the pri- , ile r,- .

.-- , n ra . 2er - r-d theh Ce .erz1 Do wa t C! t c use s 77

C. S ecLre Qr. .-.tbject i e, Ge r e-- Eichelberser used f'.1

-, -,. . T~ e Yu a np o w e r a d v a r l a g e wa s P r .-. _ a t I y n o t s n i f I , airen

.eo S T i d t I.e de t.112t at i n e f e ct s cf d is ea=-s t Lut 0 a

- -i F:-t-t . th _ 1he 'r.L-.:ther :f cenma-d and control headquarters

- triled. Thi.s Fiear t mcre mane ver crces a ailable to

::" F"::E t e -se-f F ' .' ' ."c c iTfl-bat - C .sir with a n.

. . .t , e -er Th is muc ea ie : do with t '=: e v -sL.e ver

c- Q-is th . . f .i.r e ause the range of av .ilate ,ptions .. reater.

.. .. z-. a re i.me -t - T I F I yed t ' it .s coi -, der , is m :- : re .c-s 14".-

rh: a.. r .ai atir, t zi- seFarate . t lio .rs espond!v.g to the -,rectio :n

I E d f the r.a -e , r epto , the AmeriCar.- on ?iak e ec ted to erP Ior

"s lirep:wer r'ti-n. Indeed, as has teen sh_.--, irdirect fire seems to

..: c - thC acces tee E:l-.uticr to any of the F ._ er faced on Piap. j r -S

c-.dLCt of .:p ersli:ns or Piak 9,444 artillry rc-unds were expended or

78

7S . er -- firs m- i -,ion . In a : r. L t h s, the 4.2 i.ch rortar

79

-n- 2 - i." ;" sd 1I 1!l4 rourds . SutF.: t c f 67 r s s T. The

s :FF~rt bcr' .' r.zssi or the E s Caves, already decri;tee.

;r r.s add . io nal f.IreFver F1ace c or the e , y. 'ot includ-d i n tfese

r £ .re s -re the init1al, Fre-invasic. .b .rd!st, or the roclm. ;ires by

• i

'



n~n K&M ei and ad the Tr:und forces ra~sered onto the ct,4ective.

Se"~-al Mi 1ter~erns ases:vt Af Q F Kli atd tte CifficuIties,

Zrr -y a- : st It tha righ t :r Ynah Tt b

c~~e ty Npnee - prt of the s1:wrss Af P'ia Ai

BE~ ceused ty the Wzt Oat Gewral Fu11r had

1: tl-e fr:r~t, and G-neral Dce, The Assistan~t Task

E - - o n ~1 E .- , I ,, ds Ii r~ thet :h y P s

ctzs i" with the fi~htxr:g cl a mile

1 al ar-es after Sereral Eichelter~er arri-.ed, the Areri Cans still

4ired t ca :-Bs -f aruiin c~f the japarese.

T ; 7saese alsc had some problens. The deferses on P' i ak while

;i~at tte Ir-cal lev.el, werE. nct well cz:rdinated fcr the overall

-7 j7



r*Vcts E t he IY=Ri C'Ib E 9an tc f:C C: V'

a a:t f ir ~iceter S r ncr t h of [E:snet bA tt

K-c.%., I C c:~iatir I if te n.al fr ce d s r i n t

C C, :' c'ief of staf f o-f the I~ i in the W e c

iaar a~ n eneny, ]arndir. had c:curred until the evenin Pq

The lapaniese ds'enses were not orsari:ed i n eufhicient depth or

cr ~ ~ ~ ~ . C rr:n ~ ?unru utposts, i n essence

FpO:,de early -arnr:1s for any at~ac to s e ize tIhe ai rfiel e.=

a s T Ts -c r e e r w: ., 1d t a.e requireed stifficient wire cr radi C

a-~ alat-l to Fermi t the tra-f er of i n-f crnat n fcrcs

s~t -- erc-Tthe 'a~rsese f:ound t ,emsel.'es, aflsr the macsve pre-invasi:r!-

t 7t :--,s n a ssrles cf disconrected Fi!O5t~oeat were not mutually

a-f a r as uljt t he y were nsI able to- conduct a coordinated

Or 'he local lev el, the .!apa,.E-ss wsre q-.uick t : identif' an d reinforce

The terrain as has teen shown. Th.ey wsre atle to impede rmoversent of the

ffmE r .c a r z t o te pci n t that it aFpeared as thocuSh Ceneral MacArthur'e

.- L ;.Ould te -defeated, a* least ternpcrar~ly. The !avpanese defenders

dF~dth-e atilily to eevelsF pcsiticrs caFatle of stopping the Americans

zI:'-, pF- Yrary avenues, but if outflar4.ee and f aced with severed lines of

~ :tcths d -fender 'ended !:. evacuate ,,is position. The sLpl

.as apF are ntl r nore cri t 2cal t han i s ndi cated b - t te amou Ft 0 f

r, 7: ard r ati:!E f c L:nd r, the cass



ah t s - - r Iz~ I h 1t L n.i~ i Lhch

7-r~ t~ s r 17 ~kcr:U - xx 4. Th e tc-'!l rurter of

Lc:± E I.i' l r acr-h Ed 1~e a i -; :,bt as - y as te r

L- -:e x'its Wa3 ha-,' b' 1ait ed T- p C' Fcitl ~ ao t he

T e resrL' cernmander ri 9ht have

::radeed dtx: tee~r~c j l rh I-c mjor ccunterattack

tSi 1 ]ar: ed. In this case, ItIat e~tict- r- ct! c t have t een availIatble

-arc- £::' t'L uure as t he rs t forhard C: -:Tade r in th e Japaniese

- S M- 'l;~L. .,'I- 2 -- lit*tle r -,r e than an

S, -- * rczr kne?, if cr ~4he c. de reirfcrceC. For h i w,

e~e~ ji - ' '~.:d a,- t o be Tcst he last r einif c.r ient .

tr:. ae r :4 :un ±1 as c t ir irn- pr, rE-:r!!-,nt s ould be receiveC,

Celre : me was left wthdefa'diss a t'zr- un1til sufch tire as hs

-::!;r.-abtI7 < t '7-:e c apable o- f c:enducting a

Hzcr~zt haU I= celled in, the fo'ces a% ildi and at the East CLav esE

Th~ f~ce t ~ tmxe e har-rs itt- ~rcas ad cLue them to

F ~ ~ dWL! o.as -,tz f :r dra r.ce Tes -'r, resardless o f Ttie ir

berzAIa - J have beer me:r e efc t i. -s ed at the po int o f the

,a:, e4tr :vr:ir Mrme Cre Fe thse position it

s:! v r.e Fetie to stall the r-ericrs -2, =-. lonser and then. have

*eCFF:2*L7a*Y tc: conr.ductL an crgarazed 6-t :hd-ab in. force to Ken.i L'ay or

II7



. : E:::r T~ar. Te lack : E f ,ctive internal lines :

to a-e laccd tI:E sntire defEnse cf [tiak j a

....... ut .t c Lt1yin L . t5, CCl C r.

V.e . as ule tc s:. srm.ir e the Arerican progress or crchestrate a

- cc:r'4ated respcrSe. Ir the e'%r, the japanese losses t-talled

d2' ':!ld w acticn, 42 n rl ser, ers of war, ard an esti mated 2"O0 unlocated

. E* .e 45sI a.1si:r departed for the Philippines .r 194s, en

!a^:--2.E^ 7aF-rese ereltelieved to be operatin9 as g,errillas cn

'-.4

* L a nd Le-r.

(a) The most remarkatle aspect of the weather at Piak was the

heat B-d its enervating effsct or, cldiers. CeIailed irformation on ther

weather factors is lac~ins tecause plarners lacked Vnowledge of wind, tide,

curreAt, and offshore conditions at 1iak.

(t ) ecaLsE of the he-t, water supply was crucial to the

sold:ers atilitf tc fiht effectivel and tied c.perations very closely to

te l:2istics train which supplied tte much nesded 6aler.

(c) Tropical rain forests ar-d lhicO, lush vegatation resullting

9. +I

Jr .



czn'Ic art s: al ~or. s with ce- tain terr ai n

'd) Li2es :f cc.Pm nic ai yere everey consetricted by the

L:sh fCreSts. IT. atd r-ads were I.t*le more than tracks which required much

esf:rt tefcre they cckd suppcOrt ve-Cilar traffic.

(e) Speci ic 1f luece cf .eat r cn cFeraticrs inclde the

Y. Hdydrcgraphic ifr.r at1 h ad indicated a westerly

c.jrre - .t t s s trnrer th an had teer7 anlciFated caLsin: the naval

-P r arri 'e IS mirLtee early and 3,-00 yards iest of the

. Tereas haze o t: r..iB of 27 May =nd it was

sa: ed by smoce from The naval bar-a~o. This haze !imited observation

- t sides i-d by providi 7 conceanert !i7ited the elfe:tiveness of

fire S :n tht sides.

A front of bad weather east of tiak dela-ed planned

fi~htsr c:er or: Z day urtil 1110 hours.

t



- ol in zarc rt "r -m mc t'eat, wE at'cr z T.t

T. te d 4i ~cL;1 t 7 d 1 a 1Y L r. te rr a in h e 1d b y t he

d. t -i althcugh LTC~ EichelbergEr

T -ae entire E:Lt',E-7 r.:ast fringed ty a ide ra

t-D 't a: I z* R C- , =t, but in sCiC:e placeS a

c- 1 eS T  r s ~r e I c4 ~r i t -d ~rteI t h is ta rr ier reef

t-ee- Cr -tt~i t-,: c :ral jettie extended over

s~~~~ rsb-7 - e USZe' f':,r unlcadi,-,- Thsre were also jett>-,S at M ak ~rra

I ::2 s;r t L .inaki n-. The c:nditic- ".r. 2eneral were Such that t he

as 7 .- src Ij~ '-;e n:et di f f iul t atter-ted in the S~uthWE-St Paci fic

a',e -a he Pai n r s . to Pere : nel was frcm holes ard

j- :e c t ic -,n the reef inlerferin.- with landing craft. In t te event t he

TCfFr:vs- sr::tt anr. r:c diffi.uLtx was experienced.

-. a -is~lland jefis- rm:LShly triangular in shape and

p- ar ts f r cri ti Tprp . 7he nor t he Et

- :,r ctid 'fthe i i 1an d while the s cu t h:? B

r: : CCrr;rissa lhc rcriaininq tw.:-ttirds. T elatter pcrtic-i is fu r T.he r



U Zr -'.-~'if n 7  a c ccral r ecf extend-g

* rct -rcss tte~ znlrs J ,c'? 1 ncrth ;ect t'hird of tt-e

M: ..- C cc 1rjr as rc aL tt 1.- :l to tr S r e. The

z- 0 -- F:: of cI- ak isE a c cr Tr. a x.; - c:, cr al f orFaEt io n whi ch

L ec reaeee 17 : r-m rn:rrth to so.u--th

t Pa r ticula r a t t en:tion : r, 1 dc toc a dsz-.r ctxr. c f

Lh sc-Zterr cc S f E>a~, because it irerepmclelly tetjceon Ib-di an d

z-r - iat v- fte atct icn loc Zk pl=ace.

T The e ntie SoC- L I - ZE ::aItlane IS cl osely

;arsilcied t, elevataed coral reef ti.n' :.~t c4 2-O-O0 fee t

s-t ^ la '~ atc th e gene-ral lee o -, a1f t he I - This elevated reef is

e cs- - a ~ z cf ;e,,er al ,:lcrc 4thrv: I s. r e,,eP in the sheerest

1sc orposzed ol a coes= :4'-o, nrro it the vicinitLy

V r. - - o the le.'el zr t s=- Smer and Scrido. Inr

EEE:q 2 he cc-a cli1ffs bet Wee -C 'i ar f a r, t§er Vli 1la~es woul d, i f

Ie a, of , -eta'ti:n, f:.'e t he aF - car a- :e cf z trs f rough hewn tiocks,

each tieSr :Cfe tor The tier irn-ediata iy tl~

t. A5lorg the =s:,uther: s':7 or rocmi Opiaref to MoCkuer

iIaot'is :c-ai ridge clo:sely parallel the =1:-a line and, betwed, FPar ai

-t



.' f . :14 a Sheer - :1 ' r1Sirg to an eI-.ati-! c f

.. - - r t is a c.rridcor teT sea snu czral -luff

- Y. '.e n t he :-nil, f Farai.

. The Clif" TLr'S atrLrI' nerth and t hisr w(,s aI

wofrer I .-rrE -r a relative1 flat area between cliff and sea

-a; . is re fro r, m :.r t S:rido. This ccmparati,.sl/

l:_ -=- -:s. . ...- a sere_ cf 1:,w terrarce. up lo a mile wide. The first

-' :,_--i-Dd the three J'a-se airdromes fcr which the

*e" - ..as ,' t

LTC Ei*elt'erg.r s cribsd Piak as an island of

_r-i:. Ca. - " BpFreciatior for these caves are crucial to an

Of Tha 'aFare=ze defense o; [iak. The coral ridge is honey

c:i ,l!..T hca.'es a-d salaries holl_ .ed out by "he actin of the ocean

-ea_ he <c_-i: .:2.rsts .ohich f:r neC The island. In s:me places

tess cc _e are lar S _-a.,-r -,s reached by narr.Tw openinSs in the face of

e,-:.s. Ir- ec t t,_ rcfs of !thse sutteri:.ean rooms have colla.sed

and -zr~e s s ..-! feet deep and up to 1S feet wide. From these sumps

--.Bmile caee Cpe- up and passages may lead tc intact underground charters.

The r;s f.S",sins r,ust prominently in the JaFanese defense cf Piak were to

c:rr, ts .:T,-r_r F:cket, ,also called East Ca.es) and the sump connected to

:t C,._ . !L- of :ignlficance are f:ur levels of caves in the face

- "h: -:ra.idc- just w.est of Farai and from which the rapanese could

c:r.r: ,,:. e,,et :hr ..h the Parai defile.

I' t



E I~ Em L >r.*c ' sc p 2E tt1Ot: c te secuvt er

.. ar 7d rr !. r t ere the coral

,clctfs, .Lah raised . .r.s-v- eky rd ",e the talisades al or,

the H',. LooL- LF frzm ,y jeep : c:.'1 I =e the ope. i-.g f

. a .- ver yet to be cleared :f the ery. £:rstirnes

the ch:- elt-;ed so far seaward that tte r.arr:w road curved

arZ.c. -ter thrscrh --. water at , tde. ..The cliffs "ade

tI

a o-te- -i of the cora! ridge the

- - - f::t-~igh vin~e

. --, - - te 'open' areas. There

It Ctser, ,.:- and fire.
I t_ r -%rr

ts . 1 r and fir e ,ared the :apasese. From their

tie ridge parallelir. the --_horeli e they enjoy-ed virtually

'.tre '..- eI.sr.t..r. S a f rce, a'd T -i forces

as! a.d ,est alz._ the coast. The A re rcar s had pcc-r observatisn

#t ...I" ;" Z"



i- -- -e fi-- fr-m tigh qro.nd. I,.Iand it was a Cif s :t

e'--=. .r ! :ted ct.er .... r. a-.d fires ty t: tl- sid =  to

. Terra r. al ,:- fa ,.,cred o7 Er 7 se use of direct a-d

-,r--:, re aF-. The caves and sumps fron J~ich the JaFa.ese operated

F-: :- - ,c'- -- tecor.from both types of fire. The Prerica-s

•s : s; ar: i,:th msre vulnerate to fires Cf all Pines

te2 d areas a limi ' the ffc ct i e r of fires frcm both

'1 t--e rt an d c rver.

1. C: er and -- rcea!rent fa. :red the :ap--aese. The

-- -f creas .n the coastal rze-es and the rain forest

.- c .c'ted ty the :aF -. s, while te t s meri cans

- -. *. i " z the :pen with only local :FF:ntunities for cover or

.c c-ast.

2. The Japanese were well aware of the areas potential

- r and ccrcealsn! ard had taken those factors into account when

*- their deferpsi'.e plans. T~e American's were slower to react to

-a- !act_: s cae during the Fla.ning phase available maps showed crly

a! e 7rar al cr the cas t. These maps were inaccurate a.i

-ar .e-t *he ad -adiant of the escarpment. The caves were no:t

a all a-d the inla';d areas cf the island iere unchartered. All in



a a 1 vp1a 7 . -Z: s % th ~ %rJ cae t asr f: C .e6-e C.f

B-*, : -sv Ar r L E- aa r t e E c:a- rr

c:"an Mv Q >nad fires t 7 - p M NnKccwea they

c sot: niaK the s-xr7 thrcugh zrcur WE= la :r 1: fl:s &;--:s

C MOMec~S. The Frir! ctatacles .erge atr.al and

e t a ;rr w c-:eastIai FlIr n-: -i-a. ad b fl te par a:e cc ral cliffs

arCt 1]&aL te-se jungle growth, raln Qh-esatsE, and r ,se :.-tairous

j - Th 7" Naese fale? 1: efe:!: el !i i n rntLil cstmass wih.h

7:27-afi - .!!.h The eICe~tI:- :f a fe. cril nlaihd ar.d ;::Ky ::rcae

.1 - n w s~f rme ;n:ate! Fe-rarr! r:.lL~es. The 7eaaeses seer-ad t :

Ie- - - : :. fa :rat"le Erur fE- :: 'Sd earth F:Ub:' SS, and a

e Ver terrai'..

£ The tara-se eAfer:: &Thk is getrally regarded as

Vava-2 teen tased cr a brillirt awFewati:- and use &f terrain.

M a; h defense w.as based :" an ecvm -. ef er c e elseg. h e r and a

t'ai-:n the hey terrain :.verlsckirS and ccrtrolling Mo rer Airfield

and ": tw aiQ5 *: te wet.. 7 o k: U LE±a sT tia 1a a 'edfC

::&O s M~ emerv at the waters e t:,, i- t - e'e n t t he Jaanhs.



s,,d-d -ce to t he, ru!c'd *terra-

cr : 7 te :'i I c avs B 7d cliffs ov e r Ic.::i r s

2 aCS re *'IC- r,-d UCte C B a~cic-us defeesE. s~e are

e'l't:s : e ..apanese did r:t defen~d at tfe s c rel ine ac-

:1'-ed. 7!:-ae= wr it i :.g after t e 6,ar claim that c :,cs Tt rat ing c. n

c~rptx~;the airfz=-eds resulted in dagrul'delaying the Preparaticon of

Y.,:11~th Hlania irkvasi:n which preceaeded P'iak by

f I.,e 4,E a'. The S d e ira natac isct Lat the 1 aFanr-se were s i mp 1y

ane a~ e' .t:r P r~ liea Js c -we hr e inr et ,e In a r

~1F~'~ ~ Fcf-recl-Lded CT7Flete eerciye

!'e te ra r. a - , i .

.>terarfa,.ocreo the -pareye -s:iita' ly held

-.. Tte -eia',pssibl2, tecaua-e t'sir mtaps were practically

w-,rlhiess, eFpresl'y 9-z.e little lt-h:usht initia=11 to key terrain, b as i r

ter plan ---- tactz ca'l -=rp-riseand speed, :'n quic'.ly to capture the

airfield-z .'ith little regard for terrain. As the battle prcvressed and the

mericanz rained a' apprsciatioct for the imF-rtance of terrai n to the

Japrese defer-se, ey terrain and its ccntro l plated a prcsressively larger

part in ',mericar, Flit7S.

A. long the Coastal cliffs a series of terrain derived

d~~pit dcr t -d the coas tal approach t o t he th ree P e ra in al

air rfr ow e s. 'he nair coastal ridge fror, [4csreO *- arai comp---sed seven co:ral

7id~es SC-7S xa-ds apart separated by sullies EC-100 feet desp. These

rid(Ses Were honeyccombed w-ith small natural c ev e E pathhTlss amd crevices.



l -~ e oi 1 :,) mcs t -4 t~e c: ra!, t t e ar -2a in.aintai -e a c ovsr

f:-cst cotai-il tress 2-2C -'se thick End C'D-'.O fest

7 E-Iral1E led over h.e r ids. T r,: s ea=-t ErlIy - W asE

t _ rall" - tbesa. o' tth.e beach rcoad aF-: I:tratejy I2nA. y ,-S wst of

E, :r.1t k, ~as a f a,-rl well de ;i n-_d ' ra-- whi ch esw L.n r c.r th irn a

- F '4'zl sa- rou.te c'''the se.'en ri d~cs. 4 water hole L as lCca* s

,a tC~r Iem-.s' hi ri. Y:.L-g Mari Trail,"' 2 !DC yar dr

1-- ',~ licwed a diffICult, ES les rzel r:Lte over Ithe r idges t S

L 1 a~o T h c-ze trsils ra ru 's Lj&er defenses cf eId

I~ , '4 i f i ca s st r F I nt.

i. Itbdi Focckt. The cs-'4~z Portion covered an area

C, S 2 Z~ c , s. T dr . ' % 1

c:-:s: i , coral C~r c:crete, a!. d 'ist - trenches. The-e were 21

C'r I IF £'i C a t i 7'S ,. iCi1udir.; 4 1 are cav'es an.d 17 srall ores.

-:e' as a Id s4aticrs, while still oth.ers -ere used to store f :od an~d

:1 zT h -c. 'tser,ati:n and fires i , the ir-ediatle vicinity were l imi ted

1. 7 1 ,a I: yards tut imrprov.ed daily a= as ~s i ve artillery strikes

recLucsd th e dense ju~le to tree st-'imps. 1 r. a d c'I no to the core o f the

li: :e. :irlstrons Pcirts were si!4ed at the north end o f bot h

rails =s ir.P:rtat to' a flanking P. venert ar~u* th an cna dfn



A' At tI

e z.' e r icalI cI f f 2 D t tsp.Llcw c var, 'L he

-r . L-;ut e:c -a-=c et --f r r 7 f he frk i n the

c~~e cdtl-re was a niarroc, Ett$ :f ee-se bstweer. tle road a '

~c~v~~efi~cz :,r-j th Cliff tC t hE r: rth ~ as t. ~t ri,

e an~d :4 the defile * e clif1f 4 t -e i rto a ser ies c f

'ict ;:rred the cc ti-2aticr, :f " r-zir ridge. Frc Parai

sle -,; .. a'ats fh ra:-. c--ast I ridSe Sives

- ledccastal terrace Fpprcyivrate: , .7' rcz wi 4e en~d one ar d

S l -rtj-g t.: ard tU - li'.rramce es n a 2

~ :lf aicr near the -z*.r li.

z- ce - a-t ir, the thic;.'.stt:, :re ca', , e cevc

Ih : aT~; ' ree-quarters *24 tte waf t the t::: Ite m:s t sisnifica, t

- s* F:Tt TwT large dapressisOn- .,e- SC f ee' wi de were

1 1~ tur-eIs, at least cte- f which 'Iao a a.3re cpe7 ng on the

r .r -ns, ar.d heavy nmachinsiavs. Jz:ar the:: :f t he r dq were S

t:e -,- anrned by rif lemer a- 1n':-c- e Twc ot-servatic n

:O4Et'r:- ra. ~ to tte easter,'- s f 're - .



lh-c . es t -or;=E! ;9s, tirh forsst=4 a-ea to the nrtI. Cf *'e

T~~ ~e Vst C a,.,a c -~re cr n .w ridge en rinat i g 1!he

e 6s ;!crn M ck ncr Air f : e Id Wh oe%,e r c:'rle d ths West cayzs

r C krir rcne ard * s -rou,,'~ liret cf cctrmuni cation~ to Scr ido F--.d

:r:s ir fieds to t hc We st . The West Cav.es 6sre :utposted t- irrumerst1e

c:-* .- ches. ,o~e a-d tu-4Jers. North of tte ca-%es 6 - wccded h ;Z-h.

;!uv -rc, Wh ich th= Efl" n t conce.le ard prepared pos itos t ad

s :~erve2: s7d f .c- s -of f ire al ,., the road runrnir towards t he

-r..---------C ? . Cr C- a Ct ortht t, f hill 2!^ . The caves

-- T -L -,e r a i ! er,.t race s t o t he c =-s. A7-=rican direct a .d i ndi r cct

fres S e i ne f e ct i.e te cau s;- : f s alac t i es a- :t a!glam, at the ce e

E" 2 Z== Br"'tz CZCL=E C'Te e':'S of C c-'7, -- aC charmbers -; ich brancl-ed

n.~ enz- e r a ce. Rear - *hese ca.,es Eichelberccr s ai ,"

:u n d sh~ -.~ rcu 1-=r '.a ti've u -ec i: Tr, c~ -i- palm rcoofs 'L: eep cff

The drip,,ir:ss. . .'hey alec- had dininmv ro-m t t.z- , t c h e .S, radios, and

~eapcs f al i1 .

(f Avenues of Approach.



A. ccess tc the scuL!:orr c-est es limited !-o .csnek a- d

a c.lref. 'mc4rier was rcejzct ed a=-s 1-andins sie since i t
Acr i' th '.icinJity cf the :-tective lha -- can pla-rcrs epc

t :e tain 7 FEr:ese defense. From Ejc-ne ttere were l7.y two 2VE--eS to the

ai r f-E1d-= c.c , est i - tthe ccas t end orne n:ir -orth and Iten 4.-estI a] n.9

er&- Ilat eau.

L. The co astal qFFr:ach. This was a f.i sh speed

av :t* - a-Fr':ach sin~ce it oriertead or. the c:azst -:ad which w as the t es-t

Z:rc.-nd li ne -f :cor-unicatir. to the ob-jective. ~sevenrts sh:Wed this was

-t e beet smo *ue c4 apprcach. It did ro .t r,- de sufficient s race toc

ecmd tthe, a=Zacklnq units and severely carali--ed their for F,':s t cof its

e rct. 1' r S f ekw ct e r a c.f a -c cd 9F Fpr ac. t! *Iac ke d maneuver space,

tPt c!ta s~r cculd no 1t a- d z-Fl sd ac c,-ate to overcone eneny

t ' p dea ent = 1 t- z-. ~F eed approach with relIati ve

Zr 4 r bt the a-Y. ar*,e I er fr :Aeihed by the fact that

T r J te cariut o)f j ap 9,,e se s-bztaclez, p r : i ded little cover and

cc etfrom !apasnese fires aL' L4d n-! rr- the attackin-q fo'rce with

:-:t' stzsr ati:r and field of fire.

b.The inland apF-rca:h. T~s inland plIateau co.nsistee

A s>re--r'ctsd terrain c,.,riprised :. jungle, ra in fcrest, and thic:

:r r:.hF to. 1 fest hioh. This are-a lacred 6 ater and the heat and

;.,as intense. Access to. the pl sleat, wis 1.r ited to the Young M ans

~a- 1 sd the 01?a Trail discussed earlier and linited to f -::t t raff ic .

' rrad r a'- i n I d f rc ro Oi ar ef to c. te sL!r!e -sd d rocme noerth of Pos ne



-- ,,rX deteria& d rcad that required much ergineer wcrk to

f'::1: hicLZs. West :f a line p -. ereicular tc 1bdi the rcad

.f :.:,t and scru j1owth limited Visibility to 10 yarc

- s. - spt of its limilations this avenue ultimately Fr ved to be

1',ss :;e because it avoided the main Japanese defenses and because the

rli ta asFects of 'errain did nct overwheliingly favor the dsfender as

: c : : V: e c-astal apFroach. Observation and fields of fire were

rseti' s!- ey~al; c:ver and c6ncealment prcat!y favored the AmericaI, who

a- - e r . -7 a i Tw s hat w as t.asically f ied defensive positions; Pey

'zrr - .as ta er, from the rear and maneuver space was adequate, although

zr=- , S nitly res tri cted.

2. In sum, it was easier for the defending force to

S-e - w the coastal appreach.

. The impact of eath:r nt: tactical c-e!ations was

Frimarily a £nction of the heat and the necessity to limit American

CPra. :E tc the I o istic capatility to supply attacking forces with

ate". This was not a probler, on the coastal approach. It was an

overri.,,fi consideration on the inland approach. The weather likely had

:ittle i'rfluence it Japanese defensive operations. They were operating from

fied t.-ses 6hich were wEll supplied wilft water.

ii I30



Terrain aC a Eij~c r-ract c 7 tactical

- r 7 s s ite'! ter: d h cw t he t at tl kC a fc. uh t

-s~ er cnsirlr t :--ors and in fir:-pco.er.

::~%ths cpsrgforces to ascertain their combtat effectiveness.

I' trE-%th ard C:Thpcsit2Or

(a, rrT,7tted forces. It 2e- tirme o.f the as saulIt o n Biak

ersfrv st7- .- =rd c~mrCsitxi:n Was not acc-rzsly sh I-ov-n by t~e Americans.

Fral:B rs i 7rcymFlete a,.d ccrtr ad::t> but a. analysis of LIS end

* ':cme:!s and after action, rerts inaicated 'that the following

- - slrersmths r e resesrnt a c-s~rrlly accurate assessment o f

ria 1=1j$ as -:~f 104 4.

COMF'E~i~NAPF'ROX STPYNCTH

1.ARMY, 222d Inf Rgt F'es Eth and 9th Co's) 3,400

U'I Ta:k C:. 2 1-tt I!rf Civsjon 80

31d EPtry, 49?th r2 oild ;-tiaircraft Pn 140

Elements 24th clS-al r~gt 'LINK

Elements !21 :v1 bo. Sea

Transport L1tICO

Eletents 1Wth ivisior, Sea



Traspcrt Unit

17:h 107h, 1.', irfield

Ccnstruction UpitsI

109th Airfield Ccs~ructicn Unit

Elern~nts 249th I .-- i~dent Motor

Transport Co.

41st Special Land Du'ty (tiot furtther

S0th anid 69th Co.=tructicn Co's E '0

is! 14anh 76th 7iv:Eion Field ?s pi tal

30tt. Field dr epot 14rrtch

Sth, 12h~ Le rtsr ScuadsL d

Elserts 47th C'-:rae HO 70

15th Form.-:sarn Spe Ia2 cr Crzup N

Ap;rcximate Suttotal990

2.NAVY, Elemients 2?5th Naval ?ase Force N!

33d and 105th Antiaircraft Units1:1M

19th Naval Guard Un~it ;S0

202d Civil Enineer Lrnit



APpr.ra1te Subtc-tal fEC

~.Of the aeprcxir-at.l:, 11,4nO japa;ese on 'he Island as-

27 11z 1Q44, 4,0CO wiEre cenmLat e-ffectlve soldiers a .,d saildrs. Service

r-cs -'e zr me~ -'ad us ed as in'-,r t c t e ex tent s upp-r t Eble b

3.Major Weapcr s-,-stsms i'cl~ted the followirs:

SYSTEM

Tank

C' Naevil C- 4

90 mm m'rtars ?

120min Naval f-ur 4

75r,.r M:untain 'ouns 3+

7Svnm AA Cur 2?* (based on Japanese

records, not all fou1rd%

?7mm Suns 2+

25mm MO 1

2Smm Pazpi " Fire

13mm, PiFid Fire Or-e

C In additicen to Army and Nan,;, 2roLrd Forces or EPiek.



. ' " - ';. t  :-, ..eiu, b,-,,,r Lvj a few

- . T I 2t. Cf ?.

......l-l11y the Japaese .wrztect ek cecause

e- Lre rLu-.rua -.c -sse:s for 'he anticFPted crucial tattle again~st t-e

V? = F t t t Mae = The M aisr . "hen r iak was attacked prier to the

Ie.e i Te ,,e in the central Pacific tIe aFaness caSe d tteir

e:_zer.rc. Td= *_ a t * e e cTul' 't affor d *n- let the LS 5 th F!et-I

a-rl t'c:fc te vrpp-tz ty Z.lied a rrraf t .:perating out cf

1- . _F 1e 7aperese there'cre F I a:nred tc Ir ar =- pc rt s!e 4, O C-man 2d

rrW s ar oad, frec: te F I pi re to .rPi e, to move 3 ifantry

_: fr, £roa. to .- a-d t: rei-force tte 27d Air Flotilla in

* *- £c L1Th t-:,een - 1 a 7d E. aircraft, mostly Sighters, to

. the -- exe -' . 'jeither rE7irf, _rc r sr:I attEmpt was SuCCeSSful.

a. The -aiane.e . tiated coperaticn "KON" on 30 May

t: r.e the 2d AmFh t1o u -Cri.ade to, 2 iaP. E-etweer, 30 May and 11 Tune three

V -P oFeraliv s failed to react -Piak Isla--d. The first was carcelled on 3

.une lerT %Faese rec--r.raissance aircraft reported to the KON TF steaming

n.a ia that a lar'ge alJ.ed raval force was lying off Piak. This report

. . .f -,- -.-

I-.p
I,



-- -i! csri -E I ?~ 'crtd s i h t a rd caused t h.e

-s '.c':_- c Fe ti: Ce: - :f .,eheir fear zf carrier-ba=Ed

at s- sec:rd " operacOn was c-:rte, r. 4 June with the limited

=t:sCi.e cf r: PP aF-xi Matel E'C r- :- t',e 2d an d dtttaticns, 219th

. .. . .... -- , ,r S .rC7 to ::ial. T is :F-ration Was unsuccessful dUe

: =,!ed acei: n ad resulted ir. at-._t 100 inantrymer making it to

Sthird ""2N" att.,pt a-C clled Dv t=-e Janpese on rune in

-- :rcertrzte t veir al a2 rces a a :st Eth Fleet action in the

a pa- se -r7 att.r-p s to reir:fzrce tiak werr more

_ .- . .... aa been the nav s. ur-2 r t. e "KON" peratio s the 2d

: .-. d rei:r:crcerents to t,,, tar;e from nearty rases while

._ .foc, - _ .. rth and northwest of the

'here is FCc lation that the z.-.ret :f the three . forces

Fartially a ec:Fti: 1: z_ alie na,,al units away from

-- at 7 rese larges withcut rs..a' F c e, t.zn cculd reinforce from

"he t.h w0s. -at is ,_wn is that eteer: 3 June an.d 23 June the

- .. r: f- -ed te P''ak Detachment ;i a cri Pay with approximately

.L2.L with p.ro!_-'..-:

-- I-f =an:.,ri kWET CAVES 8 JiUN

.I' 2: Noerfour I'EST CAYSS 1e JUN

r,



tNce-,frur -r Scrc.rg tE AE y 2E jUN

-,C= r&VE -Z T,.~ 1 t!4L

In suitwary, these re; 'e~t were too few an d t T c

', e-rtthe CL~c:ne. And ccrsiderinS the :apanese losses f ropi the

s r. ~ -- TY's reirf:-cenernts Cn the effc-rt was out

7 -=c to~tc =.,4r,-,ce £Biak with air supc-rt

Slis rt r--- wr how r- -- , c f t he plann~ed ?0-156

aircra: aclually arrived at Yalma~era, Scrcnrc ':7d Air Flo-tilla HO~)I or

'J- se bu J t i s k nowj t h at rs of t he lapanese pilcts

ia 'wCne-z -ore str-uc w.th Malaris5 :~ her tr pical diseae

r. C se . !thPJ.ch aarese Bir r1--esz were a daily occuance

to-- rs cre than r E-t after 30 May. From the

sc A 7za~o- air s.Pport to Eliak it apper-rs th-at few of the reinforcing

- er- ev.er L~EEd t: attscP IJS fcrces on !:i=' :r their naval support.

11



T e t ec~ 7. c. i- -Zl ed rCe Wji: tte !-rc C , F tUt t fe r aOf ttie

7~ :t,.iated uc- -.4 t'e: r Lona~ae.

.b) 1~ he f 1r st tark tattle cf the war i n the Southwest

.aCH t.rCea a~-d the :-ly lank battle -:f t he -1i a k £ampai-n the Amer icar.

c -m-tar pr:vecd vait2 =-Lper:jor tco the- JaParIE -e .de 1 ?S I i -h t t an ks.

-t~ -~s s 'Sn cr eas I I destr 'e Fh aaeESe tanP' E hE the Mo d1

L~:.~su~ t:1PE7 Fe rta 7 :, th-e Pv:sricem, tan4.

r , c.'-zr z bac E ~e r asc- e4> fr :.e acai ns t he 9 -t1.

.':ae 2:t-c t e j zz . ed ': e-fective AT eapo r T he

- .~tc dei~tc. s .* ~ -- etthr w~ha ri e. held in a

A ~;>SA-FE-7d,-= -it: .e e e''. -Z ~ ~ h ~ 3 JL n a

7,ap-Eee -'ant-n'an Cle I atcs an~ Ineri~ tS7t4 a-, dropped a crenade irto

'!he -Ji'.-ers ha* ht 1li Te driver ane >cr r he crew. The assistants

t t C~raa~c Te tl ac t frie dly lIi cs.

(d t~ Krd e x z nr Ie cf f r TaFe3-Ese Itec h no Icsy ccncer-s

~e n,- rt. rtar ari--tj: Mcrtar fir-:, 'Ir :r,'e East Ca-.'es n~ever exceeded

- ~ or y.~~ et whenr the ^rerica-s t:,:. thi IoiinThey f!o nd a

A-e:~c ~ trsel. ~ F-~ c iid that tscauzse of a

anyrr r-:~c i t'hti' ru i c n t he mort ar crews r. not been

r_ I . t eIL ,res ,,



li Z. an -2n taieS sei

Z.The Japan~ese loistical sy~stem was simFle yet

E~ :sufficier.t e%,i d e n.ce to assess h!e personnrel

trrx -upply "m~~.rs :_rderod to store fcur rkonths

te ta r'-.Je. These &..rth' 'cr'e frure to be Sesrally we Il

-, '~c~ d su~~. So exter~si-e were these

!-r-'7,, L. , c sre t . o t ! e n i 2+73.

-. The japanese srjyed a siznificant advarta~e in~ that

t"s_ waterle ~e pcints a-d were much less dependent than the

T. tie 7apan.ese did suffer some local shortases o f

1: a 'r:sst: a s .-terit arlLLitiOn. The rapid LIS landing at Posnek

7.* 4



EC:--; F' I~ EF:s =EfC>t c:uld be disperi ed tc fin -d

- - PA-~shiT c~ z cr =.::- tl tcres.

~~~-replacement stcms. r

Fersre-e 1hree an e~acerernts Cee =section on rsiriforceme?!ts

V~C Tce-erfr:rt wc -d arrive wr frmvera

-- i - a d

z-. 5 rz:!ezI shCrj u -r T~ c: ci cn w ith te=-r rai n, had

- a~: : h w, t he=' ~et I Ia h t and its C Ut coie . All

s. ri ucTt mia Cma n snvr n

T'-. It - E-ei d' a~ I:Fr~ esciFent-, at d supplies.

~~~s~ at  s'ewstetr e~rd1 :et te C. De ta Chmen. The

- thKe ir 1: .ite d ::rs:-e a ssets wh a k en

S. er ra alFsn d ciject a- :-rc s fA-! 1y and significantly

h~~~e Mn ctcM'e.

~.There were many- ccrra,.d a nd control problems inherent

- the :&-j :~thec~rzsta~ ofth ~ tacn~t. Not oly wasth

:ras:t: C:-FnieU- :-f nL'me-r:-s d'ixes n cit f rcr two services, but

Uezre were Frzasent :n :,iak IslaM~ or, th.e c cf thte attack two officers

s c:In : r h t-I, det ac hme nt commande r, El-1Nc i t.u ume. LTC Ta -azo



z! ---- nzi jo ar d -a- d i !-al Sadat:s hi -e n ea,

a, a=t~ VC rCe tie adquar t :r Ed at M arn kwa r i ha ccame

~ c~ ~.& 'ce. The evide'nse Esezms to indicate that Co1 -el

re IainE PFc ra* n al cofman d sf I he [aia c=- a m nt i n s Fi te of nct

- s' e'i r ~i c sr e r. 't . Hcwever, at leact on~e historiano Robe rt

c-,r c'c2ss ' at r-Ic .e I Lz ume n e r g ct the :F-p:rtunity t~

E; ci se t Bp Fa: r. r 'Lia s L' ~f E ns e , Lea c-,se L T ' Nurata a!Es c msd ei rec t i cP

"%--,sa~'s ~ dee er is cerarture ,r, IS JUrz- In r. ry case, t h e

trci~~C M P~ Cd d~e cUI2: a nO d~~t

. CC'Ce2 'L~uroe puijtiz-hed S~ i -i i1 -z n for th-e

7 ~riI~~- e~c1------) ~ ralsie ofthis plar

ccrrectlly atsEcsed that the :a--nss ..'-uld te imaee on tte

Z-- -er :a-t:tvth, siiate c.f the situ~tlfl d . r:t preclude an

~'l~a-di-% Elsew~ere and prcvided fo-r f le' 2ility to meet an tac

cT-.- -orth ccast or at 1'ori; [Jay on the east ccast. The pla- assigned

sector resF.c-slti'Aities toc s~tc',dirnate ccrmat.-srs withotit infringing on

",c,. r Fercqat,.ves. Considering the troops availatle IVuzumie's planned

dispcsiticns, particulari" the sitins of his reserves at the Airdrcmest were

s,:L., and L'-c --r. an 'accurate assessment of the ns-st likely threat. The



I~~c :a tc.- c7-tici-_ed for a lack :f Ic l t ut i t clearly S .owe d

s Tc~ =-d c h:,ld ha e hel ped h 1. sutordinates K!ai ntai~ a
:: E -f=-s:cre n acccrda'nce with tte -~radr net wre

2. 71esrte the iapar-nese order Snd despite the fact t hat

%hr_' t:L-7 ,er rned that ar allied ttack was imminentf the f, i ak

kas caught largelur-prepared and cLut cf position on the 27th of

-aY. In th.e r-:'P- F _czcdi-q the attack no seric us attempts were lade to

Z ?ee -cc.Y qt the .aer s ed~e i r accordance with t he

C 7: E S. ; Se 5 E0f B r YC 0n Se C Src es wr e -- pared. N4o un der 6;ate r

------------------ ~ . mPlaced and :nly a fe4 Fc:r'Y laid land ira nes were

e-.:-teed Thcz C ,F mroc_ teach c av es cs-e sr:d a comparat: -ely s hor t

! *f the ZL:rol:- and as de frzr. fire fr~r, t~m fcrtif ied ptsitions at

I tdi. - East Ca,,es a- the West Cav-_s there Thng to stop a Ilardi rv

-* - t~cCt S C-ct _:r -)e L-Speci~ief "=sif! r. nts referrer' to in the

: .an. The reae:s-. fcr tP-is~ apparent failure t: C-cspy wit. the commander's

o:rdcrs are L :.,tL*t it appeare TP-at the FI an~ was not s ,f f ic ie rtlIy

- ~-ae~and s up-.se tvcradr staffs *tc i nsure its

I. n the day of the American it tack the apanese were

~iither caught Cut c4 F _siticn :r the -,an had te c .aes. The dispcsiticn

:'aFza.ese :rces or :-day was as follo-Ws-:

* I st Cattalicn, 2d1!-1:6v about hal{f the 19th



I a ndrIs . I, r*-u:~ sir-.ce cr~ari zat icn were cc'.~e c- d

I - a,'- d~ ;A 1 mt paea a -t 3. -' ares nor Ih-- s. t c~

S' 'I-C -a izc tFC-02 r. 1 th C S a, D iref arid the r:c -e atc e

-.~e ith. a cT.Fan at the f crrner I cc at. ns a'.d a platoon, at 'L' letter.

:d -,m*.a~ ~ '"~'A Traty the rest c f tte

naa scuard Lnlt- _z ,d scr'C nr-val A elemcnts were at the East Caves.

6t -: £:d 7 at NaVal ea~ar',and

a ar: a~ ~-, _z s Sr .': i r czt:~~ at t~.e Vest Caves .

3d '2attali^n, 22_d I7.'antry, arid mcst e:f the armpy

ser.:Ce urits were at Mckmer Dr:ne.

i. 2d and 3d at-ln had ottPsted sc -n beach

*~7 s-- ~'~:r ad Fa r a

A. platc :n was at cerido guarding the southern

e~-~'t~Ctrail frcrn f:riim :-ay.

g. The tapi4 comw,~ a' at ! .a:rer Drorie.



-' Te :pa7-se pl- '-d 1: i ide US f rccc crn t~'e

-c - hr F eacene il. . !:d cvnnu 4- r! 9r i n a d di4.t i -. t c t e

---- I e~ of defenEave F r &io* alluded t:o at: .'S

f:7 r fro e uccessfvllh c a r:n s out their d 2 v i a-,.

c r:: t. The ! a ar: cze r elied o n h-ire ard vies se rger f ,r thei r

czr c:O s o' he 1s and. The American ocbam no Z-day knocked cut

-c the CTaa-se ccmmunicat~c wire an d beach defensive positio-:

Tha* Th:e !zFarC--e needed two aa>'s to re--rsa-.::e the-ir defense. T he lapane5

rsef That they ' >st a day' in repscneidi'. c tothe irtitial attack tecauLe

:'-r r zAat-- c r:otlers. For exanFle, the:s ae of West Cave forces

*rrt :, ITe '7715 Ma invaSI:n-,7 ii:r-i mE during Vhe e'.ering of

T. h e mnai critc is rs of ' he 'Fanese defense o f ? i ak

ars htTe failed to preFare for or sutseqL-ZI;, &dequately respond to an

Sre .- lar~in attac-c teh-Ird Their FreFazre.z::-t' and t hal. they le ft

:re ias - the Iji) F'ocet ard th .e East ! e after I ' June. The

apare~s are fLrthEr criticized for not f -j11 stilijt t he latter two

F: s i s as E tickir -, ositiccns alr I:n the A.meri c an mai n i ne cf

c rt -, t:a t i n. C"ce bypassed both pos it i cs s srv.e d tco ac omp i s h little

's,-zrd arrassinent cf occassional targets of crFsrtunity along the C C.as TalA

j.Command, control, Z-e cOnlu" i Cat ic n r-b 1Iems

r-:tabY- -cottritbuted -js~nificantly to: these ia~ rn the apanese defnse.

Sthe first place, Ilac ig P.9 ufficie-t trccFS to efend all approaches

4



wers fcrced to n:rLu, a reIt*,;xely E'=tic d7en-a and Frecluded f rom

cicuritancez- :t can be arqued that i:.e 1':Un71 dld the best hs could by

cc-centr ?ti nv h I orces teo d' ,inate the ai'ied otjective, Mc Pmesr Airdrone.

C! the :ther ar, tis fai!Lre to 5hif t---:assed fc:s~s f rom tte Ibdi arnd

EastI -z. es a re es t o d ef e -d a -,ai .st a.) , eias fl1atIi ng attack

ine, Plc able and almocst certainly the rest.-t of a F::cr comman and co .,t r a

s tsr AT tc vcry test the b~'Fassed :r:ein tl-e Tbdi Pocket and Eas t

Catlld 'ebc~ed al. r'neriCa- r~m-t :n e ccastal road. This

L:d I a. CaLse d 1he 4reri cas t: div.ert ;.ni fi: forces f rom the Mc.k ver

zm e'e a- 1 e pr e s su.e o n a a- s~ r ces r ee

Li tttle s,xide r:a- Is availatle concerning Japan~ese

aros e c f 1..r. te e 11 itsleinec e d,_r i- the P1 a Island Camipaig'n. The

laFa-ess Plan for the defence of t':ak ts ed -each tattalion to assign 'an

Bi-e m:~a ien" to, reFcrt weather a~d toF : ;aphic information. I n

ad d it.r V.. Fa iIFi c _t io !Un1t w a or Sar.i: to cr ,a-ized an iftdigineus SPY'



z- 7%a n LEI W_ Lh tI.e - cal ci-1r cticn secti :n. N2 furttr

- ' ccncernir 7 he -7.i ion of these agents once

- -L:t Fre m1,/ they were to serve as ;art-time coast watches and

r " v -+ent=_ and acti.ities of an invasi-n force once landed.

. Whatever the local intelligence system it failed to

prz,,ie warning :f the American attack on the 27th and the allies achieved

tactical surFrise; thcugh the' Eiak Oetachmert had been warned by their

z-.ler headquarters cf an inpend:ng allied ir as1cn.

Z. The Japanese can be cr_,%cized for poor analysis of

a- a fair _ to anticipate LIS .k, - tactics.

,. The Japanese did nt seem to anticipate the

d; - s at 1-s-e. in ; sprte of the fact that t~e reef blocked access from the

:a a' ::r: and : ae. Tn this regard the 'aFanese failed tc block the

e rL tho defile between Posnek and the airdromes.

Tte Japarese failure : prepare for an American

'iek:- attack was discussed earlier vndcr command and control (see

.'a '.An inadequate appreciation c Americar flanking tactics and a

Xallurc ts adequately *analrze asnd prepare ter-ain were almost certainly

r. Japanese C3 problems also impacted adversely on

*e-i ci.rtility to rapidly report and diseri-ete combat information and

'IJ



T~p Jar.e Ee n av alaas an :c :i par' c,:-a.,!.

.:or. 1 ~ 'aa'nese aircraft passee th-c KcnTF conv'oy sev.eral ti me

l a enrrue 1-- n-iak the/ apparently Tailed to see or report t4e

:n'oy . Later? d&r : n. th.e t : rst c: cF e ai - n the pilots mtistock

.estrcie~s f:r tattle-chips and L2T7s fr car%:- s. Thei r errs nec _s reprts

caused t he lapa-see 1c abort an atterFt to rei- 'zrce ?ia for fear of beirng

all1' 6 car,4er-tase Flartes.

:a) ._apese.

1.The defense :f lji6 is excellent examrle o f the

S'~ es s f apee~r ~~tCS. Characteristically,

t~ ifenSe f:L fJlI advantage ~f r atL ral efensive features. Also

*'aracle-st :al!y of .Taparese dz~enses in the Csouthwest Pacific prior to

tliaJ_, h:e!~a~ failed to integratB n atL-re al eatures with ob-stacles,

sicP5 c ~ed f fire, ad corstructed forlified areas to form a

Well c .e defense. I* was t~iz lac'r c; :orninaticn and depth which

sllo~ec: the AmericarS ultirialel4 to isolae and outflank -the Japanese

c'vi~ 'itz5



... £t...-rd apare a- d:tr ne at The ti me of the Ei a

a- - t c- t , ner 1a di r. forc c teach ty de e.di'c i

the b:tach. Ithe evSt, the American b:ttardwer.t

. E, d c .. :at rd controlA , isolated Jaar:Cs5 =s C... the shorsline, a7,4

e-ece d 'a-rese ctservati07. In s um, r:.rican action precluded a:

e' ctZ.,e Ta;arese efense at the shcreline a-d forcee them to fight a war

-4' -1 Zc' fur t,' r i n I z d.

I-: srite -f the failure c. te :apanese defe-.se there

=re s:re tacticz: trigh! sFtS frcm the araese e-sective.

a. The japanete ac ontr: e success with ni9:-t

atta:t=, ever as the, were Icsins the cm an1n anL t heir relative combat

wae s -ea*i! reduced.

L. The isclation a d -F:r_ cd withdrawal of the

167 ..: 12d Infa-ntry on Z+1 is a superb .'a.ple of Japanese infiltration

tactics ccupled xth excellent use :f terrain. This enragement showed hew

ea ave a defense of fire and wi:vernert could be arl indicates that of the

r:a al concept of a beach defense backed, up with offensive actions had

ee- f:1:-wed, the japanese would have been m:re successful.

. The Japanese :22d Infartry, !&th Division. This

re--na-rt was a veteran of China and one of :aFan's test reciments. They

i,.e ~,~F tc their reputaticn durinc their *,l:rous &'d tenacious defense cf

14i s. Its overall combat effectiveness was protatly degraded in that prior

~24' I



rt tfp' The al ~ ir'i~ n E re:.i'Z t had teen Lset on ~if i~

r* r~:,, i- tteed cf r-- par- f c r Y.* F r:

r. Th e ccn I c e rat io o un its c c-mp risn E- ~ Si

ah:ent w.as ro-:t pr Imar ily a f ighti ng fcrce and was not adquately trai Ted

;or cocrntat. Had the Japanese spent mo re t re training I hes e assets f :-r

.o7-tal and planned Tro re thoroughly t: irtesrate them with the ccmbat

eleerts, :hcverall defense would have bee- r.:re effective.

7'Corzition an~d Mo.-ale.

(a' Japanese.

~.The !apape~e defen-=o- :f E'iak has frs-quntly been

o~~ c~~zdas fanatical and indi.cativ.' : 'ich riralz. LTC Eichelberqer

t IaFanese de f'c r s as ".. I l: ci pl rd fivs scidiers.-

Accn:- ~e LT'- N4unata, Chief of STaff, 2d A.rse Army, who was on Piak froin

7 1 wa, to. 10 lure, the Japanese m r alse ha been v'ery thi.gh until an

~ci'lattempt to seize M,4re A~irfisld on 9 June. Nurata assessed

-ha* nre iitegrated rapidly thereaft--- 'er the coigbined impact of

i .:rlage cf rations and water, disease, and tactical failure. The evidence

in~: Ve ta!' Nu.mata's pes=simistic evaluatio"n -as premature at best.



~~r:~ r e~t ::lizzed c n 2- June when,

t:~-~o L cr ~r E r .' r s~ te dEfc rs c the

r-a d QcIe d av Ei r :c Tt e-s e at 1acA h a -!d 9 re des and

f ~'t h e ir c -7 -z -4 er fad a c nw I- e'e d oE. I and c czr, i t t e si i ies

hs ir~cFs tT t-raw v rt*hw- of th caves. Whe t he

:C&7Ss r -:red f. Caves Cr, 27' Turte the> f:un-' a Sr L eS CT5E: i neicati on cf

rat-: iT' -iiii c: f 1 he !a-anese soldiers.

T.as 5 iE I 'f shad arp a r e r. i:C ud zas a vnern butcher shop 4 r

7 L Oe r 72.00 jaF asse di ed dfending ?iak, but they

ta '-e Te tCill Will to the erd dsspi~e tepritisn a -.d sLf fe r i ,

ater Thor nrsw t at They had los=t. Co ~nTe fo:4:.ing quctatic~.s

1 . r. :rn e~ l'iar- 'oun,-.d ir, the cave

"JICe 2E S rtder t he e xIs ti -4 ~ *t t± wz ar 9 heI P e s.

'Let .s t e the r,;r di an spirits cof F e ~rir e . said cne

se~atfromr t1!e !th Divisio:n with all1 his deterrination.

T h:rS WcE ato:Ut 70 Of LS wouLnded soldiers lef t in the cave.

Thse~-:o "n ove, assisted cthers. Thos-,e wh.:- were unable to

st a- *e e for t he assEi s an ce cof t her comrades i n

7t S U 'IC , .d ShoCti 2 S I e 2V Er-eror' - left

.:rld. l~ r~end c4±-' tztted his thro:at with a knife,

t f is t c Il himself ista-lt y. Wit-essi-, his state of

lent ity t-ard so that tie CcoLd rest in peace. WI- c could



7 E C r4 ,l pr c' .*f 5 itir:, my own brcther an

7 at. ta~ei_- c, detrcymyselfan

_e 4cr he e-:er y. I don t row teThcer cr ,ot my ratioc ns wall

Ia-t tall o are rescued. I am detesrmined to Kilj myself befcre

I lose the ,: er to Full the crs, ade Fn. I wart to restore my

health so, that I can die or the battlefisld' a- d follow N-.S4 fA..

-7-e 2E LcrS live the Emperor' Father and mother, Flease

for>me ,e for dying before you do. I hope tha t you will be

able : l,.s the rest of yovr lives a reace. I an F raying for

- , - -:cd !melth I have done ) dt to my cCuntry. My

deer Cs! parerts, since I at co mm t : cu"cade with a hand

S-de m) ahes will not reach Vu ! Fut lease to not srieve

I. Little direct eviderce is available concerning the

7aare- leaders-Ip dr n the 'iak camFsirn. On analysis of Colonel

' n re:- ,er for the deferse of [ia -.dicates thDt he was -a perceptive

4.
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c.. sr -,t>~rt'7a 1c '.e flexible an d i rnovat 4, e i n

L *:t h I C~,-.r T. 1U the zeet. .e ,Bs 'Let down ty his sutosrdint_1=s

.- :. -t FreFare tl'e de-fsn~e in: acccrdancc with the plan. KL:Lme was r:-

L i n t 1 r E Fr t In the first place his order lacked detail and i

_-_- Place he and E taff apparen;tly -alled to adequately supervise

2 S 't -r d r at e s The-e are also i-dicaticns that subo'-dinates lack.ed the

:anne k::ts Zter als to. Prepare an integrated defense. If this

.a=- te case it surel, ,as a 6;ajo-r leadership failure by Colonel Kuzume.

2. The tenacity a r.d c~scti.'erness o)f .7~ a Fa ne se

'"~ur: rary cases usleode'd Lrc:ord nted, isirctie f

cee sr~l L~i >aersipby Juni-_r :-4"Fcers and NCes.

-Wether LTC Numata t:cok control of t he Island's

"zz =rcrm Clirsl -1-ZuMe i.s an unan~swered qve~tizn. I n any case hs

Teilr -,at have had an ad&.s=e effect cn uni ty -f coimand

a' T::vsral effectu.ensss of Sapanese lee~ership.

T7C'> ~41



-. T.~Kr c-~Tk ~ce~sto J1r.d "m ' 'canek ar zz c n ba c V- ?s

fES1 - -.7 r e 2, 3, and 4. Due *c The t~os coral reef frorfti g

2.e ac :c 1 the I ardi ng plans if-'ered -Om p rev i o 2 aiFhi bi o us

ThtLTTs ad to Blt ::ctidm t =e -sef a'nd dischzarge me n a -,d

- ~~LVTs U L!'W s, and L'-T = f::r I a ,10 hc.i tzer's and

-:-'--~ st at .'71 rI unr. se tsing ^ :S,) an ite-Ee naval an7..d

-i : ~~e'eat CLRC. 7~ ~ ar dm-.t c, ns i -ted of

-2-: ~ ~ an des1tr-,,zrs firjr ,2 c-1:h rounds. Additionally

cr~es -d ~et:~es c'> tedintr~:'te ~- onthe airfield area west

zascure th'e i -itial tCBC ad he~ ) th. at:16d 'Len pa-in

:- an.' r:. ins west alcrs the c a st r:tr :ek to sei ze t he t hree

-- - -- - - i? :me r r ;ne. 1h 6 ,as t o be stupp:rted tby

- ~ ~ ,L- er,* G~td~ ay or. the s-.sni- 25 May the Hu~rricane Tas k

ar , :'.ed --ff B:r~ t -Ut irE -:7L -ca s ct.duls on tfhe

x :7 Vth -hr thocu~t.1 tt,! . - - u operatio:n is better

1zrl. I- 1al Aeirral r-. : tsi~ 1-- ac- Fo'-ce Cormv'anders,

-- -- --- -* .pan *c r:mr.:-cs. a, a' S-d air t. ar de rt were



czir 1E-,t -s p! .;c there was 1-.Ttle an r ris~ f ire f r :, th :.- 2

F. The lS ,t Fes:mnt cros)sed the linc of deFarture cn t 4.me and I c c

-:tca'- s rr- =h d ,t-FFarently beer, ach-ived. 7roir this FOi-t Cn however,

rpera~j::--S failed to so according to plan.

'y 0730, the !'-:,6h FRe!erment was ashore bLt due to strcrq westerly

:L' rrentE it was -=:me 3,00-0 Yrds west of G r ser.. ea ch 4. C c.I rE Ne6.mar,

~f he s5-Llud co~ eLith hus --rigin-l niUsic 'zcurinq tle beacIthead) :r

rather assume the rissio, of the 162d - n rm7-vr t: th.e west toC SeCLre t he

airfieldi. Fuller chose t: stick to the cri~ni-E1 plar! causinS ccnfusiz n and

Trio m.erier, as the 1 2d came azzhcre. F: ~a ts IYT ~a par.e se resistance

ir -- l ilea the 126*h moved t c positi:-.s a I--rg t he coral ri dges

L-~-~T s Er-c Lr ed th t.-a The 162d FrCCESeee west ao

'~e c s~ c a.i : Fa,-s=ed through the 1?6* at about 090 A t 1 '-7!

le eerts -:4 the 1--2d were con-f ro ted ty th-e r'ar ai de f iIe , a verti cal

:i 4f c 200 -,Itory somTe 100 feet f rom the beeach. A small !'aparese fcrce

:::r,-~the rit-e held the regiment =uportE-d t, ta.;s, at bay until ISOO.



- f irst --a !Jurric,-e Task r'zrce seemned z.~ I o.n itIs

e C T, he a, i-l' They- fa,-'~ t-) e .cc:nter the t, XA cf P i aP's

11- C jar asaess un~er ro10',El ',LZLMe Wt: had chc.=sen to co-c-ntrate his

rT'e hi,7h 2rcLu d dcminatirg the airfields. The 1/::-d 3apanese

1-fz-t!ry was espcnsible fc-r the scutheastern. secti , of the islan~d. The

-22d as t: 'efen.d the arifielis ard the coas t from Pvs e ~k west to0

S cr id -n. '1.e tLIP of the 1/222d ard the ta! k compan~y were hel d in reserve

:izi) f the airfiaelds. Though £:*o 'LZT:e had correctly anticipated

-aCT asP F:orce cbject.es he hat failed to fully iFlenent 61-isE

7a Chief --f ctaff .-f th-e 2d rsa &rmy, ^ ereral NL'mat a who w as

sn * e :4T Ma-~ assuredf c~rxmand of the 2iak eees

L! 7,"e 1~ ;--L'nfan-try resuired its westward ad 9-ce at apprcxiimately 0730

Is le~~ itt 'he 7d Pttzali.n '- I C'~ the ccoastal rcoad with

- t g o% te h i Sh rcudt t: -trth tc0 F rovi de f ark

s e 11 T.he '7/1 2d proceeded 'thrTLSh 11 .: 'lage t.ithout cppositicon,

t s res 1E5C -ardE west :.f Mokmier enem- resisla:e pinned the lead elemen~ts

vr /ar- cf ,C the !j~mp' airfle-Id. Ti a scoea n

t'::ps -i U -cane TaEP. Force would -et t: the airfield for another week .

/" l ~s fte /d ortrta:g ~~ he wes t and f roe the

*ii;. he Eisst Caves area eplitt-& the 7/1--2d and preventing the

~dfrcr, reirfcrcirgo. The 1/162d attvF'tsd t: cutfiank the enemy t>

tca~ h hg rouned nr.th :f taa ut hal ted t> fire f rom

East Ca.c. e 22^d infartry ccnt. -ar tho,.r attacl.s It u, heut the

cuoThe use Tf 1 h t ti. Tafl's f rom the 60!d T&Pnk



f .; .. A -e 16-2d BIC n with f ro fr,-m offEhore dest rcyers

-T- c ° = _ . =F =:-: - E" C. . =_ -v ts. [4 1 CC, a t t F:S Z .! re i- f cr ce. t he 3", 1 ' r

E . - . "re ''I2d was ordered to withdraw t c. ts previcus

FC- ". -, ,.M , Fa~ai under covsr prvil- l , bt the 2./12d. Casualties

: ere 16 KIP a nd Ez7 WIA

. t 070C or 2- at elements cf the 2d and 3d Pattalic.n cf the 222d

17^-r -attaced the 2 11-,2d. .The :apa.nese attack jas suppc-ted by 4 1iht

'. Thesc tar;s were Model PS, weighing 9 tons with a $ man crew ard

t h. zh 7 -n, car-.cr and twc 7.Tmm T. achi r, eLns. The 2/16 d was

s-Fpc-ted , a plat:: cf 14AP1 herman t-VS arrd with 7rmm guns. Each

Japaree tarp was EtOF-ed by one round of 7Stm m armored piercing ammunitien

%.1%1e *.e ererf infantry was -,,owed dCwn b' machinesun fire. A seccnd

av.. .,e sLpF-rted bx three more laFanese tanks suffered the same fate.

CC: - ..era! ts were scored ,n tho T he rar's by the Jap-nese tanks,

r - _r .rram Ef+-rec .. ppreciab e -- " =n 9 T7rm shell locked the

C- .. :f sre US ar. Thus ended the first tan; battle of the war in the

-.-,:hwest Facijic Area.

J. Zclcrel .Ansy, ccmmander of the 12d, re-ommeTded to General Fuller

t - the tactical advantage of the japarese ho held the high ground

-rrtt - f the airfield,' that the 162d be ,ittdranr and future attacks be

.. ? {. r 7 C , 7, er t"!

447
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:>,C.teo, ':C hi. u:.d ,e :- -- ..a. wi T*dr awn to I t-d and Pos ne k

I 1>sses 2"e ' put at 1 I - 14 it 9 Enemiry casualties wer e

c sma'& a E~ CL11 c Ser ~~ l ler ' assessr::nt cf the s ituaticn t,

' a> , as E3t '.e WC L1 d es d a:t he r i rf at ry re 9i r.en t, ancother- ar ti11e r y

tat'ali~n ard ano the r a3fnk ccnpany. Thus General Fuller requested

r eif r cer -t frcn Cene r al 'r ue sr , AlIamo. Fo r ce C omian de r wh6 ordered

elemerts .-f 1'.s 163d I-.antr> F'eqiment to Etiak and they arrived con 21 May.

K . Duri7,q the perl:d !C-11 14ay t:th s i des ccrsclidated t he ir present

;:s:2c~a * -aral %Ie i.d F5 ftC4hE attac: t.o seize the

a~'e1d. F~the i.l*:f the 163d Infartr-, '-!- er a I rueger radioe-d

;s eral rullrn that the HL rr'icane Task Fcrce wa expected to regain the

,s~e~~ itf a new cofensi.'e. This cofersive was to be pushed vigorously

~a ca:~. r,>. y ut -qur miss4-ri efectivsl and expeditiouLSly."

.2--~ al ' toa Fla. th BhI~ try over the inland

1 -3 -r ecuring a route moy.er the main ridge no r th of M kmr vill1age,

cleir the hi -r:und no-rth and northeast o f Mck mer ai rf iel d. The 162 d

L:u d agai n 7: e wes t al ng t he cc-as tal road w ith tor e battal ion movi ng alorS

t Ke r- de jc r) rrh t f the beach. The I 62ed would then seize the

'11-~e : ? wouLd secure the i-itial t-rct-heaev supply installations

Er.d Falrol ~eidthe 1E~th.

M,.Ncsgni ficzat ac*ior occ-,rsd :-1 Jcas The l?5tt d L. in around

area wh-ich ae tee- suL.r.eyeC f cr an~ airfi.?ld. Early on the mormir

'OT'T ' !e eerts of 1,1222d Infantry 3tt-,ie!18tth resultir,2 in

t _



=-, d cludi-.s the comrnmader of the 1/222d. US lc.sses were

l f! e T .ne the Ie2d had made nc signifanct advance asaist

~ :c~*F'iCthe lIcei r':cket.

N. To facilitate the advance cf the 186th the 2d Battalion of the 162d

attacked to the I1Ath. This prsved m:re of a hinderance than a help, as

:er k,as already a precious commodity and the regiment could nct

=-L':cientlx support itself; let alone another battalion. The water

chcrtece did r:.re to delay the advance than did the enemy. The speed Cf the

was c:,tinge!t upon the arrival of water from ?osnek and upon

r: e-ts -:iC eni -::Eer S,,_ culd make o!. the supply rcad west from the

s -.x d airfield.

0. The IS~th continued west -n June a~ai-st scattered but determined

resistance by elerte.ts of 1/222d Infantry. ?) - ishtfall on 2 June the 18eth

'.d ried a7:tt.tr 9E 'apa'ese Lhile leslrs 6 "dlA and 10 WIA. Or 3 June the

"Elth cc.!ir;,ned ,west agai-st light eemy resistance, but was slowed by dense

'.esetatir. and lac :f water. The 112d could ma e no progress against the

Itdi P:' et a-.d ree~el fuller ordered the 126th to send. a battalion to

attack The !t-i z'ocket from the north. Colonel Newman, command of the e6tt

reFlied that due t% t'e cliffs in the area a battalion could not succeed in

such a Fissicn. The issue was left unresolved as intellisence from Alam

4
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ah a E e E at: Li It *a !I c P. ak f rm he s e.

Lf r- rc-Utj: ~f t- de I::e ':e'e- al FLIimper ?rered a!! uraits

Ptz ir;*ai I Lr~ent pOSitin A Ac t i 't,- -4 L r. - was I. le e d o local

Patr:-1i; i treat from the sea Passed.

P. The ISth continued its westward r~vement on S June stopFir at noo.n

dur-in.9 a hesavy rain. t.. catch r~iai sr 4.T pcnchcs and fill canteens befcore

d:qSing, .- alznq the main ridge cvrlcOJ.-.3 _krer airfield s:rne 2 S^.0 yards

toC the S:Lth. SCt. Colonei q;.wT. Nma r h ad r Iar ne d t o clear t he ridges

r r a irFf ie 1d tu !t -a Ca ''se E. r a5 Lr f rci m .ar.: F,-r c e General

1 r e-ed t immediate sei:L'rE ct the sirla-eld despite th.e ;rctests of

'-Ins ',s 7-Bs , a=_ssi st a nt d S ~sr c :mr a r.ezr, a gn e r a1 D:e , bcth o f whom

e!! ,t mc-e --r- tica t- -- cure th e-trr ai whi ch dominated the ai r fiel d.

-~to a !act, cf cuFplies and the acLt2? sh.-rtage : f water 'I aIlvn e

!7~~~~~~~~~ 7- Er dtt - - pcsz*cnec until 7!n

tEr resd. On 7 Yure th. e 16!h i-iliatcd its atta: c. - Mokmer

za7 "7 Freceeded by a 30 ni nut Ie artillery Preparaticn. The

Z' I:Ql ..ssizdad th objecti~ conslidzzted by 090 There s, s no

e .)a- rC .Z atsnsc e 2 n t he ai rf Iel d. .At 094S *:he ridge to t? he north,

e ea t C-as t er .Ftee I th jaF i: se artilleryt

a~ n t.-ar: :t nd automlat 1c w eap:zns f ire. The leth ha

- .- g, -Fass _d the heart :f the 'apa-.ise defense n .d was now inm

f> :~i: its ill zcr'e. The i Eth SFF:rti artiller , the 1,1t FA

rcvrnds iar a fsur hcur PS r Iod tC SuFpt5sz te Japarese

P: -s 'e inland Flateau rcad :over vhich The 1I6tW ae nct'.ed ad been



--d rEticrs, water, anr ammunition were running low. The rSF,

a c r r-:.te t" miles from Posne6 to Sboeria on the teach

::.h :4:er airfield. Hob'ever, as the first boad approached the beach

tter were taken LrCer fire b p anese hidirg out in caves along the beach

Finally three taMns were landed by LCM at 1400, and they were able to

.strcy several small bu.kers, two pillboxes, a 75mm mountain gun, and a

2Crn 2-n. Thus reSUFFIV and evacuatic-n of the wounded was able to take

F.aze during the night of 7-8'June.

P. The 126th was .- Fossessicn :f 1cPmer airfield on 7 June at a cost

4 ". ad 69 WIA. Even wish the airfield in its possession, Hurricare

Task rzrce co'ld not repair or use the airfield wile the Japalese were in

PCsses.-.- :f the ey terrain tc the n-rth.

S. n2 e 'une, the 2,'12d moved east from Mokmer airfield to rejoin its

Parerl utit. It had Tn,,ed scarcely 2C0 years when lead elements were pinned

t cire from the East Caves. The 2/162d held its position through the night

as id elemerts of the 196th, which were subjecled to harrassinS attacks

hr- ..ut the nisht .; e-9 June.

T. Th *u uhcwl the 9-10 June time frame the Japanese continued to hold

.. , ridges. All attempts to penetrate the :apanese defenses had failed.

iiC



!, Generzl Fuller ordered the l 2d to link up with the IUth at the

1r,:- irfri: -: an -ztompt tc secure the high ground overlooking it. Th e

it2d was able tT accomfFlsh the linkup by moving in the surf below the coral

reef barriers t: avoid Capanese fire. The !3d Infantry had the rission to

,=trcl the area vicinity of the surveyed airfield and to clear remaining

JaFa-se from the Ibdi r'ocket.

U. The attack to clear the Japanese from the ridges north and northwest

of ,-rner airfisld commenced at 0e30 on 11 June. The Ie6th and 162d were to

attac abrEsSt jith the 162d on the north. One battalion of thE li2d would

ec low riae while elements -f the 163d were to move west along the

nai-7 ridge. The principal Japanese resistance consisted of elenents of the

'- d tatlelions cf the 222d Infantry estimated at bed:teen 600-7CO

.- ' ff e The 12d received irtermittent fire into its flank from

^he tl-. rits :7,ediately ncrth of the airfield. Beoth regiments dug in

ef-,rs Fa_se line which was located about 1400 yards beyond tte

,estl-* adge .; 'he runway. The 3/162d which had the mission to clear the

2o, ridge met i-creasing Japanese resistance and was stalled at the original

L2.

'aseed o information from Japanese slave laborers that the Japanese

head. uarters ir.tallations were located in caves along the ridge north of

:he ai field Ca-,= Area) the comander of the 16d, Cclonel Harrey

FIZmne, to conrit two tattaliCnS into the area :n 12 June and t e 162d had

elce-nts only 3 O' lards best of the line csf departure and then consolidated

!c, LepF the Jarsaese from infiltratin' bac into original F.LitiCns. The

- 4
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! :rEC ,: t f first F',ase line dur1r 12 June. The 163d had

tS E t' tb n- Pt::. S pos cn i 1 3 20 6t :50C yards above the 12d

-d 1 : e :n !e efter noon began relay i-S irtelligence concerri ng the

V. Enrineer wcrk finally began in earnest :- 12 June to repair Mokmer

airfield a-d by e,.,eninS cn 13 June the airfield was sufficiently repaired

for use by fighter aircrafts."

Y. C -,1! une 'te 162d was still Lnable to rake progress asainst the

Iw r e ce. The Assista-t Division Ccmrander, Seneral Doe had observed the

^-f the lA2d :n the 13th and ccncluded that the Regiment was becomin

worn t a-1d tad .:.st much of its effectiveness. Pased upon this

Inf':ntizn ~Ceneral Fuller requested reinforcsme-ts from General Krueger of

&*L Ieast ant -s.r irfantry regiment. General KrLeser's patience was wearing

V. F.ir. tt he reluctarl!' alerted The 24th Infantry if the 24tfh

Di..ris- (then at Ho!.andia) for sh.T.Fmert to niak :n 18 June.

Y. Or 14 Tune both the 186th and the 162d were committed to attacking

toward th-e West Caves or the lower ridge but stutborn enemy resistance from

an estitated 1O.C Japa.ese not only stopped the ad-.ance but effective fire

onto the airstriF forced the engineers I cease repair work on the

I4I
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zEir f i l d. Al this pcint -p.sral Krc_-,-er's Falience was worn thr:t;,h an d c n

14 Tune he decl jed tc, rel ie. , eEa Feller c-f the ccl.mand of the M.u rr 4.c -e

Ta- F:rce, yel lea.-e h, i r.Ir C_'r nd~ cf the 41st Oivic-i.-n, the maj: r

c cnjC.nE- he Tiss Force. Seneral Full1.er h cveve r requ~etted he be

relieve cf tLz! czmviands and reassigned cutside th.e Southwest Pacific Area.
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C HE DEF ENS E CF ' T A 0r 7 27 A pri1, Cc.lo:el l t ZL'e

-'-- ; hts - ' t eefs-. e f :4T' Is' ;.- The plan as quc-ted te2-

e f. frcr 1- rse Report 95C, Alac Fcrce.

"J. E -1 i The * eachment will immed=T'_ :vonplete the SOF:ID striF-

-d secure thei. a-d ctter Iey points on the isI_-.d. The detachment wiM

cowiFera ith the Eir 'crce and destrcy the zery at the wal-r's edge tx

s 6. r e .t : .

"2_. 2.:l : a. Th e na n . strr,:th_ ._ t. .s.achzent will be dispose -

al C T t e cC-2rt -'7aSd I ely. F--s 'ic ' .. i .I -- - c:nstructed as SO E-

F.ss:t:Q at ey areas. The SOP'DFC aF_ a-,.d tle zastern end of 1iAt" Isla- t

w:" ;r he I d . A fraction :f I he L .e..r. nt will patrol TCS PIT'

"t. -7 case of a. attae:j -r 'he eastern and souther,

of .e =lad the enire detachmeI - regardless of race c -

:rqari:aticn - will be converted i'-tc a ccmbat rit. The strips will be

eld a- the ere, destryed the water*s edge. 'he airdrome constructi ::

sur.e- *.'.ts, construction units, deve lopvent dL., companies and other rear

a-ca fcrces wll imnrtdiately te corerted to c:rbt units.

c. If the ere, l-ards :n S-":::! or o the north coasI

it ihis 'MIY, Island, Ire detachment will er.Fy diversionary tactics t-

co'f-,se .hem ur:ti I te _arrival of reirforcemet:.

': I
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d. a FC.4erf ul ~n s: fr ce h as alrce/ 1 ian.de d

~ ~t~ ~2 e r:: '-T -d f rn - r~~ FW~i:s ra wIl

"e. T -e navy (excluding navevl air--ground perscrnel) will,

ge'-e.al- uai-d tie area between PCSNE ' and OPIAREF. I r con. tat the ravy

-1 e c~ra~e ytedtcmn n used as the situation may demand.

'. Up:r arrival of rei-.fcrcemensts, a sizeatle fraction

:~?~'t~: ~I~l: ~*:~er~rat. : gard 4IIsland and vicinity.

a. T '? li 2tai. 'e nne pl atcon) wil 11 ecure key

- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ E. - --:*-< - it PX~ U1=e eneiny I i g!

".The 2d Liattalic-n (Iess:Tn Sth Company) will secure key

- al i: r *he 2-OICO - EJC~JE!' coast. It 6ill defend the SOPIDO) airdrome

Sair =_ a attacks.



7 r Elc: ttac~ed w i 1 1 '! 1  I.- s- d afracicr cf i t =

t . t : securE F sitions in the [jI! £ay T-a The titai n sire-.sth w I

cpna road tc tthis area an~d repulse eneny 1ar djrjs.

"d. The 3d Sattalicn ' less Oh Ccrpany, 10th Conpary,

cnz platocn artill1ery battalior al-d cne !7':rte.r plat:-i:) will be hield as

a reserve fcr the detachm-r't. It will te lccated 1'n the WOOL'L Area an d

iila ir he c :-r s r ,c ti c f No . 2 a i-.d rc ms,

"e The tank company> will ts !.:ca.ted in tthe SAt14A a-ea and

will~~ the czast. It will be prepared t: tale Par t inr battl1e should

!= lt ::zJlaz~ er.age the e, erm.

"f. The engineer c:rlpar 1.l ccoperate with t he

:r: :c r =- : rr-trctior :,f the v.ati: Lri '!z I t wi I ccnstruct ro ae.s.

itp rc-ared fcr explosive warfare in case cf ccb~at.

g. The machine carr.:r and A.- talteries will be located

The fE-CVE' and JEN4OERES areas. They 6will taeze :,er the air defense of

!he -se=dqarlers ard Ne. 3 airdrcme -at E2FIC-. They will construct as many

r c cr -e F s i io nc as F os s itlIe .

"4. '~~~ M ilitary topzgraphy an d

w e:--t rr



"t. I'h Lat :I.r. 'irclu ins itideF .ndent forces) will

- me tT rpcrt -.:sather and military topography

b. Tte UmE (TN: Pacification Squad) organization will

.i i ai s ciaison .th the naval cotstructio s ecticn ant orsanize an

es Firice s'ster: c:n52!ting mainly of nati,,,es.

.. i1.....; . a. One-third of the 76th

Field H-SFital wIl establish a hc-spital 6 ko. NW of !NE .

"b. ari.us army sFtply dcF-ts (branches) will disperse

z-.d c:zceal cuFPi.e. They Will store Qmr mcnths supply in cav,,es and such

7 p :_slti:rs.

"1 - Concrete pillboxes will be constructed as soon as

pzcsitle at ey points along the coast.

"2. C:1in: Positions will te constructed of strong and

4?



, Vc: .--f :anc - cf the tct: .n

The i.r::ae! =  :mFact cf the l ttle ,:.f wak s to secure ... Is and and

itE a irfi'ds f:r use by American forces. Losses :n bcth si =e had been

sutE tanIai. T E entire japarese garrison and its equ.pme nt had been

eI;..irated. T :.Lt Americans killed numbered only some 400, t:tal American

ce_=%altisc -ere r,-ch hi;her: nearly 2,00C Americans t-ad tees wcunded, and

.24 ncr-tatlle casalties (priiv aril- h=at casualties and scrt t Fhus) had

tee- incurred.

Thte : ri-f [:ia Island carped macArthur's drive tc secure the

rcrter.n c:ast :- New Guinea. Thoust remnarts of Japanese forces continued

to h ld -ut in .e western portion of t!sw Guinea, :peraticna! contrel over

N- Cuinea and t.e surrounding sea arsa ..as assured by the esta.lishment of

_ m..==, a~ss at tC HeltaT:dia and -iak

2,_e t e fi--ficult terrain and i nhespitable climate , 4.ak was not

- ..e':psd as a r_jor staging area f r future operations. in fact, the

c-:a--Bira_ .:-:ficarce of Eriak was c.vershadowed by other, lar2-.r tases in

* s asre -- : ete ri-hting, for New Guinea died down.

The. C ver- -ia operation, together with MacArthur's earlier attacks at

ndia Va -'s, did advance America-:s stratenic interests, however, in

atter-p tc su;FF:t a'nd reinforce its Sarriscn on BiaS, Tapar had redeployed

=.t~ntal air s-d na'al forces down the central to the southern Pacific

,:e q al .-its were actvall.y destryed o-,utrisht in t.e .3tcrtive K 0N

!I
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F rz t though, this redeployment wtak5snCd :aperrs

-;ti : scc'e T i itz 's attack ovn the Marianas. American 'andings in

:e raras In fact, began without any significant interforence from

eather raval or air fc.rc-s of Japan. Mustering forces to defend the

'ribas, the Japarese diverted fleet assets from KCN 3 while they were

already enr:te. oi-,ng. other fleet elements east of the Maria-as, these

!'N fcrces particiFated in the naval Battle :f the Philippine Sea. (This

battle, called by the America& the "rreat Marianas Turkey Shoot," shattered

JaFarese raval aviaaicn for the remainder of the war.) Corsequorntly, Piak

nt c- servAed -,erice' interests by facili~ating MacArthur's advarce to

the :lipF:e5, " also diverted JaFarese resources from the early stases

:-f the- Maria lacnss

The Lattle :f Ejak illustrated other irteresting operalional and

tactical issues.

_erat:rcall,,, 'aFarese attempts to support and reinforce the garrison

or, iak suffered frcm the standing division of effort between the Japanese

Navy and the .'apa-ese Army. Each agency terded to evaluate tactical and

operatioal situations in lisht of its own interests and commitments. This

waE further handicarped by overlapping geographical commands. Moreover,

Lcal cotarders . ro occasionally granted a sreat deal of independe ce by

a. 9



r r -a Cr' .j Z, - rerticr ad earlIierv t~is Frc t 1er .as

VAu r, C. 7 7 S r-c-~ .:e tl- prz-e-e of se icr Ia r ary

c-otmncrsat The tims cf t Ke LIS l 'ayq c Civ cr F Ii ca t E d ZiF ae E

*;rr'a ~r r rQet.a

Cr the Ane~ican side, operati~rs al' all levels tbe-.efited f rom e x t e sive

-a -tellirence (,z-.erated ty the '2L T F a s -s t c r. I r socue respects,

c~ee!tt-i wealth c f i -. te 11J. en ce wh ips ae d tactical c pe rati:- s: i n

a~,ta ic iat cr.. ^f Tapanes e N reinforcements, r e r~er al Ful .er apparently

rc-Sare his tiskp as being more difficult tha- it wasz, and may ever, have

etercied L-eC, cauticn cut of concern f~r fu~u're 'aFEnese c:t~rersaS~res.

A n ot hesr :Perati:--al Problem for the Americans revclved around the

rieshin3 2f strategic 9cals with tactical acti:-s. r-sneral Mac~rthur, both

cut of e-35E-eSS to dt-clare a s'.;:c-zss on 2iak * -"t of des i e toc support

L ~e OarasB -pr ati ns Y w artted 1 i ak oPerat i ns ec ccnpis hed as raP i dl y as

-P- it e. Thia impatience was 7:4 clearly' CC7r--.icated to Cergral FIller or

chis sut:rdi-:ates -- thr, .ere unaware that -he was any strategic t ime

c:-straints - thsir own tactical cperaticns.

L~z-' also- illustrated a numter of tactical i:.sas we.

'a~arese defersi%.e operati:.rs were harstr." tj the near-total ccllapse

:f ccmna-d ccntrol cn the island aster the in: ' :ntal-emnt and landing.

Corsequently, tfe var ious pockets of resistarce tended to fig9htI in

isr-l3ti:<r. T his alls:. d the Americars to c:-centrate a a,,s t sEparated



a r e r :c ce re Ar sr ic ns dc id e e t c ce', ctr te, that is) a -d

__,s '-rcss in rsitions fr:n which *! ey w~re little

the American drives in The airdromet.

c-ec-27dly at ! h-e sinal I unit levs? I t s A7ir icans t. z- a n T Ytr e re 1

15. '~ CaSSualty-exchange ratic. Thic. appezr= to have been a function o f

tr~rrtc~l ,a. ccn-trol. Many cf t h- *:aparese f- rccs on t h s

:s'ard .4ere labor forces untrkired it inrfartry sI~ills. These were no mkat ch

'-. t!=-ell trained American veteran:s .n sr:a1l u- it tactics. Seco-tdly, the

'msrica-s had a FreF:'.esrarce -:4 firEp: nr !ar'tillery, armo:r, and air power)

.n z-r*'.- ap n e s e. T hi S, ~a S- c.t dv scisl,' t o suppcrtr elements ,

~:--vE r. MCSt !ipa-ezss 2rfatr,-men Yoearml' -it, the b-olt-acticn Ariza.-a

rifle, -,hch was mzre aOkjard and had a sistsn rez=-e - f fire 1,han r.Ameri can

s-5 mc-:er~e many Japanese crew-served wsapons were either located _4n

a.e : in relse located i r. f ixed n; lacements. s a reulIT,

~-Qnica- forces commo:,nly were able to build up ;ire superio-rity in aut mtic

asas Well. Lastly , the collapse o-f the 7apaess communicaticns systerm

prevented japanese v#Trtars and light howitzerz from providins close support

d,2r inq jungle neetino, engagerments. No s,:c h handicap afflicted th e

±lrarc~swho relied extensively in. their. o6.- indirect fire support to beat

tac1 ja~ranese ccurterattacks and to SL'FFress difficult positions.

7- ,r A r
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E.. ..ih -- .ar .ages, hcwever, Ite 4,ericans cCuld not prevent

To:al .'Zzs - The early ri,- te~de-ncy t2 areL'. r c71 i.

c--r., - --a~ talz:r-si:ed units forfeited the US numerica superiorit.

-tlzli~r pAriritr.

- re-s.rance it: the East Caves and Tbdi PF'cket areas pla-_,ed A nrican

,.r t.- resuppli efforts, an:d effectively prevented the Americans from

securif !c,4mer Drcne in a timely fashion. Determined defense t.y stubtcrn

JaF .ese trccps proved ,earl, irtpervious *: 4merican air a:d arti1lery

tcmtarjr-e't, ard required at last intensive efforts by US Infantry and

:reers to blot cut this resistarce.

I --- ..L ... ot a r;j^r t urr I . :ir, t of the Second World
. _.: h strategic conse-Her:e for the canpaizns agai nst

the ari -s a- P.ilippines Islands, t'se operations would in all

ior-.-_ C.T C r:fcIded in essentially t . --amie fashior had Piak simply

z- 1. Th.-urh magic in human teots, .:e 2 :.sses on Piak were nc. t

cri 2;l-- i. either side. In retr,-e:t, E: 9k seems to ha'e been a

-- t'.r" t o t closed out klacArthur's operations in New -uinea, and

precede _ fut!'re :peratio ns against *he Marianas and Philippinee.
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